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          FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER NEWS 
 

                        AUGUST 2015 

 

 

AUGUST’S JOINT WORK PARTY WITH FRIENDS OF ARANDA BUSHLAND 
 

Date:  SUNDAY, 16 August 

When:  11am – 1pm 

Location:  All over Mount Painter 

Meet: At the reserve entrance between houses nos 20 and 22 Booth Crescent, 

Cook 

Tasks:  Eating a hearty morning tea followed by GPSing the locations of rabbit 

burrows and blackberries for later control by the Parks and Conservation 

Service (PCS)  

Wear:  Warm clothes and sturdy footwear  

Bring:  A GPS if you have one, to supplement the units that PCS will supply.  

                                       Please also bring some drinking water, a mug and some food to share for 

morning tea. Warm drinks and juice will be provided.  

For more information: contact Sarah Hnatiuk on 6251 2228 or 0424 263 565 or 

sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

Friday, 4 September – Sunday, 6 September – photographic display at Jamison Plaza by 

local Parkcare and other environmental groups 

Friday, 11 September – Saturday, 12 September – Parkcare Forum on community 

involvement in reserve management – further details will be available later 

Sunday, 13 September – A walk with Craig Wainwright, starting at 10am. Craig will talk 

about Mt Painter: Past and Present, focusing on the first European settlers and historical 

land use from 1820s to the present’ – meeting place to be advised 

Sunday, 20 September – Work party cutting out small woody weeds on the south-east 

slopes of the hill from 9am to 12.30pm.  

Sunday, 18 October – A spring bird walk with Richard Allen, followed by the work party. 
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FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER NOW HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE! 

Friends of Mount Painter have moved into the realm of modern communication with its 

own Facebook page. Let us know what you think of it: Friends of Mount Painter. And many 

thanks to Debbie Saunders for setting it up.  

We were stimulated to move on this by Scott Jackson of Ray White, Real Estate agent and 

Cook resident. He nominated Friends of Mount Painter to receive some funding through Ray 

White’s Community Funding Initiative. Each quarter they give away $1,000 to three 

community groups, in response to the number of ‘likes’ the groups obtain. And we obtained 

the second highest number of likes so: 

RAY WHITE HAS DONATED $250 TO US. 

We are very grateful to Scott Jackson for sponsoring us in this fundraising venture. 

NEW SIGNS  

Signs recently installed at some of the reserve entrances 

show what activities are allowed on the reserve. The 

signs are a requirement of the ACT Nature Conservation Act 

2014 to clearly state prohibited and restricted activities in 

ACT reserves. The current signs are temporary until more 

formal permanent signs are prepared by the ACT Parks and 

Conservation Service (PCS).  

If you have any comments or suggestions about the 

content of the signs, you can let PCS know or send them 

to Sarah (details at the end of the newsletter) to pass on 

to PCS. 

 

MOUNT PAINTER BIRDS 
Carmen Zanetti has passed on details of the birds seen recently on Mount Painter which are 

recorded on the eBird website: 

http://ebird.org/ebird/australia/hotspot/L932079. 

Thanks to Carmen Zanetti for alerting us to this list.  

If you click on the map at the top right of eBird's 

screen, you will see other areas in the ACT for which 

there are records. They include the Cook Horse 

Paddocks and Wybalena Grove. 

 

 

 

Early Wattle (Acacia genistifolia) flowering in July 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfMountPainter
http://ebird.org/ebird/australia/hotspot/L932079
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RECENT ACTIVITY ALONG THE SUMMIT PATH 

May: weeding. We were 

removing and bagging 

weeds with seeds. The big 

wool bale bags will remain 

along the path until the 

contents dry out and the 

bags are light enough to 

move to the Summit Gate 

for pick up and emptying 

by the rangers. 

July: removing mesh guards from trees and shrubs that no longer need them. We will re-

use the guards on shrubs planted last year at the bottom of the hill to the west. The photos 

show freeing the mesh from a bush, the device for levering out pickets, and rolling the 

mesh. Morning tea afterwards is important! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

An acrobatic work out 
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REHABILITATING MOUNT PAINTER 

Sarah Hnatiuk will be talking to Friends of the National Arboretum Canberra (FNAC) about 
rehabilitating Mount Painter at 6.30pm at the Margaret Whitlam Pavilion. Judy West, 
Executive Director of the Australian National Botanic Gardens and head of Parks Australia - 
Parks and Biodiversity Science within the Commonwealth Department of the Environment, 
will also give a talk. These talks are part of FNAC’s fundraising efforts, and there is an entry 
charge of $10, or $8 for members.  

 

FLORIADE BUSH FRIENDLY GARDEN 
Volunteer explainers are needed to staff Floriade’s Bush Friendly Garden and tell the visitors 
about the garden. It displays plants that 'jump the fence' from suburban backyards and 
invade bushland where they can outcompete the native vegetation. The garden also 
contains 'bush friendly' species that can be grown in backyards in place of the invasive 
species. Plants such as Banksias, Grevilleas, Hardenbergia and even the historic Wollemi 
Pine are a better option than Bamboo, Broom, Privet, Cotoneaster and Blue Periwinkle, for 
example. 
 
If you think you might be interested in helping, contact Philip.Selmes@act.gov.au. 

 
OTHER NEWS 

The wombat is back. There is a freshly dug burrow and scats in its entrance in the west of 
the reserve. 
 

The gate to the exclosure on the western slopes has been opened to allow kangaroos to 
enter and trample and graze down the old grass leaves before new vegetation emerges. It 
will be open for a while. Four tree seedlings are now growing in the exclosure which was 
built in 2009 to encourage just this sort of regeneration.   

 

For more information about anything in this newsletter, contact Sarah Hnatiuk on 

0424 263 565 or at sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au. 
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