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          FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER NEWS 

 

                       JANUARY 2016 
 

For more information about anything in this newsletter: contact Sarah Hnatiuk  

on 6251 2228 or 0424 263 565 or sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 
 

 
 

JANUARY’S WORK PARTY 
 

Date:  SUNDAY, 17 January 

When:  8.00am - 12 noon. Beat the heat by coming at 8am and finish at morning tea  

                                       (10.30am). Or if 8am is too early for you, come later and stay later. Call  

                                       0424 263 565 to find out where we are working when you arrive 

Location:  On the northern slopes of Mt Painter 

Meet: Near the water tanks. Enter the reserve entrance between houses nos 20 and 

22 Booth Crescent, Cook, and follow the road uphill to your right 

Tasks:  Weeding  

Wear:  Hat, long pants and sturdy footwear  

Bring:  Please bring some drinking water, a mug and some food to share for morning 

tea. Other drinks will be provided.  

 

 

Friends of Mount Painter’s monthly work parties are held on the morning of the third 

Sunday of the month. February’s work party will be on the 21st and March’s on the 20th. 

 

2015 IN REVIEW 
 

In 2015 Friends of Mount Painter (FOMP) invested more time in weeding than in previous 

years. Building on past efforts, we are now seeing very noticeable signs of reduced 

infestations of many weed species in the areas which we target. This is well illustrated by 

the results obtained from the ‘Traffic Light’ Framework for Weed Management and 

Reporting that John Busby developed in 2011 (see the next page).  

 

mailto:sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au
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FOMP Weed Reports for 2012 (left) and 2015 (right). Infestations for each weed of interest in different areas of 

the reserve are rated from insignificant, denoted by green, through yellow and orange to severe, shown as 

red. While severe infestations were still present in 2015, the general decline in weediness from 2012 is shown 

by the higher proportion of green cells in the former. 

With fewer weeds in our target areas of the Wildflower Triangle and on the slope behind 

the houses, we have time to work more intensively on the summit and the ridge line leading 

up to it, that is, along the Summit Path. We hope to reduce the number of seeds entering 

the seed bank and washing downhill from there, and ultimately drive the weeds downslope 

and off the hill! 

Three outside groups have helped FOMP with 

work on the reserve: Friends of Aranda Bushland 

joined us in August to map rabbit burrows and 

blackberries on the hill, volunteers from Telstra 

weeded along the Summit Path in September, 

and in October the Green Army installed mesh 

guards round young shrubs planted last year. We 

were also delighted that, with support from a 

local resident, Scott Jackson, we received a $250 

donation from his employer, Ray White, on the 

basis of the number ‘likes’ recorded by our newly 

established Facebook page.  
Handing over the cheque: Sarah Hnatiuk (FOMP) 

and Scott Jackson (Ray White).  
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Several events have brought the reserve to the attention of a wider range of people than 

usual. The first was one of Ginninderra Catchment Group’s walks with Ngunnawal elders, 

Tyrrone and Wally Bell. They led a group that braved a very windy day to hear about and see 

the canoe scar tree on the reserve, 

some of the plants their forebears 

used, and the cultural meanings 

attached to the landscape features 

we could see from the summit.  
 

 A rugged-up audience listen to Wally and 

Tyrrone Bell  (central standing figures) with 

Ginninderra Catchment Group’s  Karissa 

Preuss and Kat Vincent with microphone. 
 

 

 

 

 

FOMP organised two further walks, the first with Craig Wainwright, who spoke to us about 

European settlement of the district and distributed a collection of fascinating maps, aerial 

photographs and excerpts from historical accounts. During spring Richard Allen and Debbie 

Saunders led a bird walk, when we saw and/or heard 24 species. 

This year also saw FOMP members presenting information about the reserve at several 

meetings. Sarah Hnatiuk spoke to the Friends of the National Arboretum Canberra about 

rehabilitating Mount Painter, and at the Parkcare Forum on lessons learnt from recent 

efforts to revegetate the reserve. Those learnings include how to plant and care for 

seedlings to maximise survival, and observations on natural regeneration from these 

plantings. John Busby’s description of his ‘Traffic Light’ Framework for Weed Management 

and Reporting at the Parkcare Forum evoked much interest. He also talked at the 

Conservation Council Environment Exchange on Biodiversity Monitoring and Research in the 

ACT, about his and Cath’s monitoring of orchids following a control burn in the Wildflower 

Triangle. In addition, he and Cath have provided a total of six briefings on the orchid project 

at the pre-season fire-training sessions for Parks and Conservation Service staff. 

Jasmine Foxlee and Craig Wainwright, and Anthony Hart and other staff at the Mitchell 

Depot have gave us much help and encouragement over the year, as has Ginninderra 

Catchment Group: thanks to them all. 

This article has been published in the ACT Parks and Conservation publication, The Scribbly 
Gum, along with reports from other Landcare groups in the ACT. You can see the whole 
publication on TAMS website at http://www.tams.act.gov.au/__data/assets.  
  

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/__data/assets
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MACQUARIE PRIMARY SCHOOL ON MOUNT PAINTER 

Last November about 20 students and parents from Macquarie Primary School families 
joined a walk through some of the remnant grassy woodland on Mount Painter. We hope 
the walk will be the first of other MPS-FOMP events. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Examining an ants’ nest:  
 

MESH TREE GUARDS AVAILABLE (mesh cylinders and pickets) – FREE TO ANYONE WITH A  
NATIVE VEGETATION RESTORATION PROJECT 

 
If you have lots of kangaroos, wallabies and/or and rabbits (or even 
sheep), mesh guards for small plants are very useful in limiting damage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends of Mount Painter have used these guards very successfully over the last seven years. We 
no longer need all that we have and would like to pass them on to someone who is trying to put 
native vegetation back on to their property or local nature reserve. 
 

Contact Sarah on 0424 263 565 or at sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 

 


