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JUNE’S WORK PARTY 

REMOVING WOODY WEEDS AND THISTLE ROSETTES 

    When:         9.30am – 1pm, Sunday, 10 June 

    Where:   The ‘Old Road Reserve’, which is the strip of eucalypts running west from 
Bindubi Street towards Mt Painter. The entrance to the area is near the gate 
to the Community Garden at the southern end of Bindubi Street. 

 
    Wear:  Hat, warm clothes, and sturdy footwear 
 
    Bring: Water (for yourself), a mug and some food to share for morning tea. Other 

drinks and equipment will be provided. 
 

    The task:       Removing woody weeds by cutting and dabbing with herbicide, and digging 

                           out thistle rosettes  

 

The Old Road Reserve is one of the areas selected for ‘enhancement’ as a part of the ACT 

Government’s Woodland Restoration Project. Shrubs are to be planted there very soon by 

Greening Australia. By removing woody weeds, we will contribute to improving the area. 

 

 
 

For more information contact Sarah Hnatiuk on 0424 263 565 or at 

sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 

mailto:sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au
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JULY’S WORK PARTY will be a joint activity with Friends of Aranda Bushland on their patch. 
It will be held on Sunday, 19 July from 9am to 12.30pm with morning tea at 10.30am.  We 
will be helping with erosion control in the gully among the Aranda Snow Gums. More details 
to come. 

 

MOTHERS’ DAY EVENT IN THE WILDFLOWER TRIANGLE 

The day started with a bird walk with Ben Walmsley from 

Greening Australia. Unfortunately, the day proved to be 

not a very good one to see birds. However, a splendid 

morning tea provided by Greening Australia restored 

flagging spirits and provided the occasion for Shelley Swain, 

Acting Manager, North District, Parks and Conservation 

Service, and Jason Cummings, CEO, Greening Australia 

Capital Region, to talk about the Woodlands Restoration 

Project. The day’s planting that followed morning tea was 

the first of many planned for ACT woodlands over the next 

three years as part of this project. 

Thirty-six people, along with staff from Greening 

Australia and the ACT Parks and Conservation 

Service and their families, planted 252 tubestock. 

Most of the plants are understorey plants: 

sedges, lomandra, several species of grasses, 

Clustered Everlastings and Nodding Chocolate 

Lilies. Twelve tree seedlings have been planted 

where they will increase the connections across 

the grassland below the bicycle path between 

existing patches of woodland. The Wildflower 

Triangle now sports an array of pink and green 

plant guards. 
Photos by Jean Geue  

 

BIRDS AND REVEGETATION IN THE MOUNT PAINTER PRECINCT 

Carmen Zanetti recently contacted Friends of Mount Painter about the birds that have been 

seen over the last two years in some of the revegetated areas in the reserve and horse 

paddocks. Here are some of the comments she made, drawing on her and others’ 

observations that have been posted on the Eremaea Birds database.  

 Mixed plantings of eucalypts, acacias and other small trees are crucial for sustaining 

mixed feeding flocks, usually thornbills, weebills, robins, honeyeaters, silvereyes, 

grey fantails, pardalotes, whistlers and occasionally sitellas. The ‘hot spots’ are areas 

1, 2 and 3 in the map on page 3. The connection of these revegetated areas with 

mature woodland nearby is crucial for some species. 
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 Rosellas, magpies, currawongs and not much else are seen in the relatively isolated 

area 4. 

 The Wildflower Triangle (area 5) is not as interesting as you might expect. Larger 

birds like Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Common Miners, larger honeyeaters and 

parrots are seen, but relatively fewer small birds, most usually weebills and 

thornbills.  

 It is fortunate that the denser mixed plantings seem to be unattractive to Noisy 

Miners, which aggressively drive even large birds away from the areas they occupy. 

For example, small birds have completely disappeared from the corridor along the 

bicycle path between Wybalena Grove and the houses to the west. 

Carmen also compared a bird list compiled by the Canberra Ornithologists Group for the 

period, 1986-2006, and the more recent records from the Eremaea Birds database. She says, 

As you'd expect most species on the two lists are the same. Reading both of them you're quickly 
reminded of some trends in species in the ACT e.g. the COG list includes Brown Treecreeper and 
there is some habitat that looks suitable for this species. The reality though is that it has declined 
& is now considered vulnerable in the ACT. So while it's possible it'll turn up again, the probability 
is low. On the other hand the Eremaea list has Superb Parrot and that's because it's only in the 
last 3 years or so that they've started to turn up regularly in NW Canberra. We've just had large 
numbers in both Cook and the Mt Painter Reserve over Summer and Autumn.  

Thank you, Carmen, for sharing this information with us. It is good to see how much of an 

impact some of the plantings from the 1990s are having on the birds. 
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ATLAS OF LIVING AUSTRALIA 

The Atlas of Living Australia at http://www.ala.org.au/ has pulled together information on all the 

known species in Australia from many different sources: museums, herbaria, community groups, 

government departments, individuals and universities. One of its fun features is that you can pick any 

address or location, and see all the species that have been registered as occurring within 1, 5 or 10 

km of that location. Go to the Atlas’ home page and find “Location”, then “Explore Your Area”. If you 

then type in Cook, ACT, it gives you a central address in Lyttleton Crescent, and you see that 4,022 

species of plants and animals have been recorded within a 5 km radius of this point. 

OTHER RECENT ACTIVITIES ON THE RESERVE 

Blackberries and African lovegrass. Contractors have sprayed the blackberry patches, and 

there were some funds left after that had been done to also spray some of the African 

lovegrass growing in the boundary area between the reserve and the houses in Cook. 

Together with the African lovegrass spraying by the Parks and Conservation Service over 

the last few months, we hope we will see less of it next summer. 

Rabbit control. Warrens that were targeted earlier this year were revisited in May to see 

if they had been opened up again and needed to be treated once more. 

MORE PHOTOS BY JEAN GEUE 
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