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FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER NEWS 
 

                      JUNE 2013 

 

MOUNT PAINTER NATURE RESERVE WILL REMAIN OPEN DURING THE DAY DURING 

THE 2013 KANGAROO CULL. IT WILL BE OPEN TO USERS FROM 6AM TO 5.30PM 

EACH DAY. THE CULL WILL RUN FROM FRIDAY, 7 JUNE TO THE END OF JULY. 

 

 

JUNE’s WORK PARTY 

WOODY WEEDING 

    When:             9am – 12.30pm, Sunday, 16 June 

 

    Where:     North-west corner of the reserve  

 

    To get there:  Turn off Coulter Drive on to the dirt road half way between William Hovell  

                              Drive and the big roundabout where Springvale Drive and Redfern Street  

                              meet Coulter Drive. Come to the end of this road to enter the reserve. 

 

    The task:         Cutting out woody weeds.  

 

     Wear:      Warm clothes and sturdy footwear.  

 
    Bring:                 Drinking water, a mug and some food to share for morning tea. Friends of 

Mount Painter will provide tea, coffee and juice. All equipment will be 
provided. 

 
THIS ACTIVITY IS NOT EASY FOR SMALL CHILDREN TO JOIN IN. 

 
 

July’s work party will be held jointly with the Friends of Aranda Bushland on Sunday, 

21 July, from 9am to 12.30pm. We will be checking the tubestock planted all over Mount 

Painter in 2011. We will remove guards from plants that have died, and secure guards round 

the living plants. Please meet just inside the reserve at the end of the lane between 20 and 

22 Booth Crescent, Cook. 
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SUPPORT FOR FOMP’S PLANS TO CONTROL EROSION 
WITH COIR LOGS 

Friends of Mount Painter decided that this year we would 
concentrate on erosion control and continue work begun 
in 2007 when, under Vernon Bailey’s guidance, we began 
placing logs on eroding slopes to capture soil, debris and 
seeds and to slow the flow of water down slope. The 
photos below show the effect of some of our work. Since 
then, soil has built up behind many of the logs and they no 
longer operate effectively to control erosion.  
        2008:  Soil build up behind logs on a steep slope 
 

We need more logs, but know from bitter experience that carrying wooden logs up steep 
slopes is very hard work. Coir logs are a much lighter alternative, and we have been 
successful in gaining supplies of these logs with help from the Parks and Conservation 
Service and Greening Australia, and with a grant from a Landcare Australia-Spicer 
partnership. Volunteers from Conservation Volunteers Australia and from Greening 
Australia’s Green Team will help us carry and lay the logs where they are needed in Horse 
Paddock Gully on the east side of Mount Painter and in Stromlo Gully on the west side. 
 

THANK YOU TO THE ACT PARKS AND CONSERVATION SERVICE, GREENING 
AUSTRALIA AND LANDCARE AUSTRALIA-SPICER PARTNERSHIP 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2008: Logs laid in Stromlo Gully to control erosion, 
interplanted with tubestock, and the same scene in 2013 
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HOW WE SPEND OUR TIME 
When we work on Mount Painter Nature Reserve, we record what we are doing and how much 
time we have spent on different activities. Jasmine Foxlee, the Parks and Conservation Service’s 
Parkcare and Volunteer Coordinator, has compiled the records from Parkcare and Landcare 
groups across the ACT. Her analysis shows Parkcarers and Landcarers spend more time on 
planting and rehabilitating reserves and weeding them than on other activities – no surprises 
there. 
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FRIENDS OF ARANDA BUSHLAND’S FORUM ON THE FUTURE 
Ian Falconer, Convenor of Friends of Aranda Bushland (FoAB), invites people interested in 
Aranda Bushland and the future of Canberra Nature Park to attend a Forum on the Future.  
 

When: Sunday 23rd June, 2- 5pm. 
 

Where: Southern Cross Club, Catchpole St., Jamison. 
 

The Friends of the Aranda Bushland have now completed 20 years of active Parkcare, and in 
that time achieved a great deal. They have successfully managed on-ground improvements 
in weed and erosion control, have a website with substantial educational material, an 
interpretive walk and ‘Our Patch’, a published flora for the ACT photographed in the Aranda 
Bushland. 
 

They want to look forward, to envisage desirable futures, and look towards strategies to 
achieve them. They will propose and evaluate alternative routes to the desired futures, and 
clarify the actions needed to achieve them. 
 

Michael Mulvaney from Red Hill Regenerators will set the scene, and FoAB’s Committee and 
others will contribute ideas to the forum. All people interested in Aranda Bushland and the 
future of Canberra Nature Parks are invited. 
 

RSVP: Ian Falconer (Convenor) at ian.falconer@adelaide.edu.au 
or 6251 1345 

OTHER NEWS 
Nominations open for 2013 State & Territory Landcare Awards. Landcarers across the 
country are being encouraged to submit a nomination for the 2013 State & Territory 
Landcare Awards. The renowned Awards, now in their 23rd year, honour the invaluable 
work that is being undertaken by the Landcare community, with the winners from the State 
& Territory Awards going forward as finalists to the prestigious National Landcare Awards in 
2014.  

There are nine categories, covering a range of environmental projects and themes, including 
sustainable agriculture, coastal rehabilitation and Indigenous land management. Individuals, 
schools, community groups and networks working to protect or restore local environments, 
farms, coastlines, native vegetation, bushlands, wetlands, waterways, and more, can be 
nominated.  

To submit a nomination, or to read about the categories and criteria visit Ladcare Australia’s 
website: http://www.landcareonline.com.au/?page_id=10185.  

Who cares about the environment in 2012 in New South Wales? A survey of 2006 people 
and discussions with groups in nine cities found that environmental concerns had lessened 
in New South Wales compared with previous years. Nearly half the people thought that not 
enough was being done to protect natural habitats and half considered that environmental 
regulations were too lax. For more details, see 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/community/130079WC12Sum.  

Flora of the Australian Capital Territory by Nancy Burbidge and Max Gray. A photocopied 
copy of this 1970 publication in two large ring binders has been given to me (Sarah). It is a 
serious, taxonomic work. Would anyone like it?  

For more information about anything in this newsletter, contact Sarah Hnatiuk on 0424 263 565 or 

at sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au. 
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