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OCTOBER’S WORK PARTY 

MAINTAINING RECENT PLANTINGS, CUTTING BACK SHRUBS, AND WEEDING 

    When:              9am – 12.30pm, Sunday, 20 October 

 

    Where:      Summit Path and  Western Ridge 

 

    To get there:  Enter reserve entrance between 20 and 22 Booth Crescent, Cook. Follow  

                              red markers uphill along track to the right 

 

    The task:         Watering, adjusting plant guards, cutting back native raspberry patches to  

                             allow access to multiple rabbit burrows beneath for rabbit control, and  

                             weeding 

 

     Wear:      Hat, long-sleeved shirt, long pants and sturdy footwear.  

 
    Bring:                 Drinking water, a mug and some food to share for morning tea. Friends of 

Mount Painter will provide tea, coffee and juice.  
 
 

November’s work party will be held on Sunday, 17 November. We will be weeding on the 

northern slopes just behind the houses on Skinner Street and Bussell and Booth Crescents. 

Follow signs from the reserve entrance between 20 and 22 Booth Crescent, Cook. 

EROSION CONTROL 
At the start of this year, Friends of Mount Painter decided to put particular effort into 
erosion control. We wanted to build on work started by Vernon Bailey six years ago and 
carried on for several years afterwards. At that stage a very large quantity of wooden logs 
was delivered to the reserve for us to lay out in eroding areas. We focused in particular on 
steep slopes and near gully walls in Horse Paddock and Stromlo Gullies. The logs very 
successfully intercepted soil that was washed downhill after rain, but soil has now built up to 
such an extent behind many of those logs that they no longer have the capacity to capture 
more. New logs were needed. 

This time we have used coir logs which are much lighter to carry than wooden logs. We have 
had help with this project from several sources, notably from a Landcare Australia Spicers 
grant that enabled us to buy logs and stakes to anchor them, and to employ Conservation 
Volunteers to help us with the work of installing the logs. Greening Australia and the ACT 
Parks and Conservation Service also assisted by purchasing additional logs. Parks Rangers 
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transported the logs, stakes and lots of brush on to the reserve for us, and Greening 
Australia’s Green Team gave us a morning’s work with the log laying. 

We have laid out 60 coir logs under a yellow box tree in Horse Paddock Gully where camping 
kangaroos disturb the soil. With Greening Australia’s Green Team, one of our work parties, 
and a little help from a crew of kangaroo counters as they passed by at the end of a count, 
all 60 logs were put in place and covered with brush to protect them from kangaroo damage.  

      At work in  
   Horse Paddock Gully 
 

 

 

       Laying coir logs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dragging brush uphill to cover 
coir logs and protect the logs 
from kangaroo damage 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

          And the result 
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A further 60 logs were laid out and covered with brush on a steep slope in Stromlo Gully by a 
Conservation Volunteers crew, two Friends and two rangers.  

Carrying logs upslope in Stromlo Gully ... and the end result 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all who have helped to make a big job easy and complete it swiftly! 
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HOW MANY KANGAROOS ARE THERE ON MOUNT PAINTER RESERVE? 
On 24 August, Don Fletcher, a senior ecologist with the ACT Government, led a couple of 
sweep counts of kangaroos on Mount Painter and in the surrounding paddocks. Seventeen 
people, including five Friends of Mount Painter, carried out the count, walking across the 
paddocks and reserve and counting the kangaroos that crossed through the line of walkers. 
This method of counting animals is regarded by ecologists as providing one of the more 
accurate estimates of the size of a terrestrial animal population. We counted 475 kangaroos 
which is a little more than the 432 counted in February 2013 and a little fewer than the 499 
we counted in August last year. On other reserves, kangaroo numbers had increased over 
this period; it was unusual that there was little change in numbers on Mount Painter and in 
the surrounding paddocks, especially as no animals were culled there this year.  

We understand that the Australian Society for Kangaroos, which went to the ACT Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal to challenge the need for kangaroos to be culled this year, estimated 
that there were 90 + 10 kangaroos on Mount Painter and in the surrounding paddocks. It is 
in fact possible, as several people have commented, to count that number in just one mob, 
for example, have a look at the sixth photo in this gallery, 
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B1x7XZtFczrTT2pCU2NJejZsVVk&usp=sharing.  
It shows one of the Cook horse paddocks and at least 130 kangaroos can be seen. At the 
same time as this photo was taken, there were other mobs of kangaroos elsewhere on the 
reserve and in the paddocks. 

With 475 kangaroos on Mount Painter and in its surrounding paddocks, there are 2.3 
animals per hectare which is somewhat more than the 1.5 kangaroos per hectare that the 
Tribunal accepted as the appropriate density for a healthy population and habitat. The 
grazing pressure in the area counted is, in fact, higher than the figure of 2.3 per hectare 
suggests as the paddocks that occupy half the area are also grazed by horses, cattle and 
sheep. Results such as these are the basis for the case for a cull. 

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 

Black Mountain Wildflower Ramble on Saturday, 12 October from 9.30am – 12 noon, 
starting from the Belconnen Way entry, just before the Caswell Drive turnoff (look for the 
balloons). Bring your own morning tea. RSVP to friendsofblackmountain@gmail.com; 
contact Jean Geue on 6251 1601. 

A wildflower ramble on The Pinnacle on Sunday, 20 October from 9-11am, starting from 
Dungowan Street entrance, Hawker. 

A walk on The Pinnacle reserve and the neighbouring area to the south on Sunday, 
27 October from 9am to 12 noon, starting from the De Salis Street entrance, Weetangera. 

For more information about anything in this newsletter, contact Sarah Hnatiuk on 0424 263 565 or 

at sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au. 

 

 

 

A bearded dragon 
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