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          FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER NEWS 
 

                        OCTOBER 2015 

 

 

MOUNT PAINTER BIRD WALK 
 

 

Date:              Sunday, 11 October 

When:            8.30am-10am 

Meet:             At the reserve entrance  
                        between 20 and 22 Booth  
                        Crescent   

Bring:            Binoculars if you have some 

 

 

 

OCTOBER’S WORK PARTY  

 

Date:  Sunday, 18 October 

When:  9am – 12.30pm 

Location: Along the Summit Path 

Meet: At the gate above the water tanks. Enter the reserve by the entrance 

between 20 and 22 Booth Crescent and follow the gravel road uphill 

to the right 

Tasks:  Weeding thistles, verbascum and other unwelcome plants  

Wear:  Sturdy footwear and clothes to protect you from the sun  

Bring:  Please also bring some drinking water, a mug and some food to share 

for morning tea. Warm drinks and juice will be provided.  

 

November’s work party will be held on Sunday the 15th. 

 

For more information: contact Sarah Hnatiuk on 6251 2228 or 0424 263 565 or 

sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au 

mailto:sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au


 

Friends of Mount Painter News      October 2015 
            www.ginninderralandcare.org.au (go to ‘Landcare’, then ‘Landcare Groups’)   

P
ag

e2
 

RECENT FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER ACTIVITIES 

Mapping rabbit burrows. 

Nineteen people from Friends of Mount 

Painter and Friends of Aranda Bushland 

walked all over the hill in mid August, 

recording the GPS coordinates for 

rabbit burrows and blackberry plants. 

We divided the hill into segments, and a 

couple of people covered each 

segment, following routes such as Tony 

Ashton recorded for his. We found 33 

locations where there were one or 

more rabbit burrows, far fewer than the 

295 found in 2010. The current lesser number reflects the twice-yearly effort put in by the 

Parks and Conservation Service to controlling rabbit numbers since 2010. 

The information we collected has been forwarded to the rangers to use in controlling weeds 

and pest animals in coming months. Unfortunately though, funding for these activities has 

been cut back in the ACT’s budget this year compared with the amount provided last year, 

so there will be less control activity undertaken.  

Parkcare display at Jamison Plaza.  

During the first weekend in September, we joined a number of other local Landcare groups 

in a photographic display of our activities at Jamison Plaza. As in past years, it was 

masterminded by Jean Geue from Friends of Aranda Bushland, and this year it was bigger 

and better than before. All the effort that went into the display paid off, with more passers-

by stopping to look and talk than in past years. 

History as seen from Mount Painter. In mid September, 17 

people gathered on the hill to hear a very informative talk about the 

European history of the local area from Craig Wainwright from the 

Parks and Conservation Service. Craig had put together a wonderful 

collection of old maps, aerial photos and short excerpts from 

historical publications, copies of which were provided to many of us 

who attended. Thank you, Craig! 
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Parkcare Forum. 

Three of us attended a seminar at which many of the ACT’s Parkcarers presented 

information about their experiences of caring for the reserves on which they work. It was a 

great opportunity to learn from others and exchange views on the wide range of activities 

carried out. Two Friends of Mount Painter presented short papers. John Busby described 

the ‘traffic light’ system he has developed to rate the level of weed infestation in different 

sections of the reserve, and showed how effective it is in tracking the success or otherwise 

of our weeding efforts. Sarah Hnatiuk spoke about what we have learnt over the last 

10 years about how to successfully establish trees, shrubs and ground covers on the reserve. 

Weeding by volunteers from Telstra. 

Thirteen volunteers from Telstra worked for a day 

on Mount Painter, weeding along the Summit Path 

and collecting up stakes and tree guards where 

plants have died. Their help with our campaign to 

reduce weed infestations near the path was much 

appreciated. In addition, Friends of Mount Painter 

will receive a donation from Telstra. 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER MATTERS 

ACT Parks and Conservation Service Hazard Reduction Burn Program 

The Fire Unit has developed an interactive burns map as a means of better informing the 

public about their burn program. In addition to the map, there is also a box which highlights 

current activities, a table with a specific map for each burn, size, and projected timeframe. 

By simply clicking on each burn a works description appears with the time frame.  The 

interactive map is linked to the Fire Unit’s planning map and so provides completely up-to-

date information: http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-

conservation/bushfire_management/prescribed-burns. 

No burns are planned for Mount Painter Nature Reserve in 2015-16. 

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-conservation/bushfire_management/prescribed-burns
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-conservation/bushfire_management/prescribed-burns
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Help wanted with animal surveys. 

Wombats. Have a look at WomSat (Wombat Survey and Analysis Tools) which is a new, 

online mapping project where anybody can record when and where they see wombats or 

their burrows: http://www.womsat.org.au/womsat/default.aspx. The project has been 

developed by the University of Western Sydney to learn more about wombat populations 

across Australia. Individuals can record the location of a wombat and in doing so report the 

wombat's status (alive or dead), level of mange and any other circumstances surrounding 

the sighting.   

Through the WomSAT project the organisers hope to learn more about wombats so that 

they can aid their conservation. WomSAT has potential as a long term wildlife monitoring 

tool for wombats. Data provided to WomSAT will help teach us more about factors affecting 

wombats and help identify disease and roadkill hotspots. WomSAT will also help to raise the 

profile of this iconic native marsupial within the Australian community. 

White Ibis and Sulphur-Crested Cockatoos. The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service is 

conducting an Australia-wide survey of these birds on 11 October (the same day as Friends 

of Mount Painter’s bird walk!). More details at 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/surveys/WhiteIbisSurvey.htm and  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/surveys/CockatooPopulationSurvey.htm 

Results of a survey of ACT residents attitudes to culling kangaroos. 

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/747757/Report-ACT-

Government-Kangaroo-Culling-Study-June-2015.pdf 

Mount Painter photos on a Facebook page called ‘Mt Painter Mountain’. 

In addition to the photos we have posted on our Facebook page, there are more on this 

page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mt-Painter/131342346933824 

For more information about anything in this newsletter, contact Sarah Hnatiuk on 

0424 263 565 or at sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au. 

 

http://www.womsat.org.au/womsat/default.aspx
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4062&d=pLyI1sJEKaUkrYdKMWehLDQFpoY_IAsFEw9TnYjzsw&s=978&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2eenvironment%2ensw%2egov%2eau%2fsurveys%2fWhiteIbisSurvey%2ehtm
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4062&d=pLyI1sJEKaUkrYdKMWehLDQFpoY_IAsFEw1SktL9uw&s=978&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2eenvironment%2ensw%2egov%2eau%2fsurveys%2fCockatooPopulationSurvey%2ehtm
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/747757/Report-ACT-Government-Kangaroo-Culling-Study-June-2015.pdf
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/747757/Report-ACT-Government-Kangaroo-Culling-Study-June-2015.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mt-Painter/131342346933824
mailto:sarahhnatiuk@yahoo.com.au

