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Welcome to the ACT and Region Frogwatch 2011 spring 
newsletter, packed with information, dates for your diary 
and updates on what we are doing.   
I hope you enjoy reading it. 

Your Frogwatch coordinator, Anke Maria Hoefer. 
 

 
10th Anniversary Celebration BBQ!!! 
As a thank you to all Frogwatch Volunteers that 
have ever been involved!! Please come along 
and help us celebrating our 10th Frogwatch 
Census. Bring a friend, your 
kids, anyone interested in the 
program.  
The BBQ will be held at the 
Black Mountain Peninsula, 
Sunday the 20.11.2011 from 
1600hrs. All is catered for. Please rsvp by the 
16.11.2011 if you would like to join the fun!! 
 
 
Whatʼs happening @ Frogwatch ACT and 
Region?? 
 

2011 Census:  
This years Census was another great 
success with over 250 monitoring events 
during the annual Waterwatch Week and 
numerous more during the rest of                

   October!  
 
A very huge THANK YOU to all the wonderful, 
highly motivated and committed volunteers that 
contributed to this event!! Please come and celebrate 
with our GCG team when we have our BBQ (see above). 
 

School programs:  
Tadpole Kits 
The first two days of term 4 were 
simply mad!! We handed out 87!!!! 
Tadpole Kits -from our miniature 
office in Holt- to schools of the 
ACT and Region. As mentioned in 
the last newsletter, ACT 
Herpetological Association had funded 30 tadpole kits for 
our Tadpole Kit School Education Program. Soon after 
we had advertised the program we were inundated with 
interest. Hearing about this, the ACT HA decided to 
double our grant, which enabled us to stock up big time. 
Depending on resources we might even dispatch a 
second round of Tadpole Kits at the beginning of the next 
school year, as we still have plenty of schools on our 
waiting list!! 
Frogs For The Future 
Unfortunately, we did not receive 
an ACT Environment Grant for our 
new exciting school education 
program Frogs For The Future. 
However: never give up never 
surrender, meaning: more grant 
applications. So keep your fingers crossed. We are really 
passionate about this program as the pilot at the 
Palmerston Primary School has been a huge success.  
Other events 
Floriade was a hoot with our group 
giving seven talks about how to 
create a frog friendly habitat and a 
week of exhibiting a beautiful DIY 
frog pond. Many people had plenty 
of interest and lots of questions. 
Our posters and brochures were 
very popular and lots and lots of people tried their luck in 
our quiz in the hope to win the frog pond. The lucky 
winner is the Queanbeyan Public School, Isabella Street, 
Queanbeyan and the pond has been installed for the 
whole school community to enjoy!!! 
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Frogwatch Census Website 
Have you visited our Frogwatch Census website yet? It is 
work in progress and I do appreciate any suggestions on 
how to improve it even further. Most volunteers in this 
yearʼs census opted for the online registration and 
submission of data. This has dramatically reduced the 
data entry time and it is great to see photos and to listen 
to the calls online. Please feel free to familiarize yourself 
with the webpage. If you are not quite sure how to 
register and enter data online, send an email to 
frogwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au and I am happy 
to email you an instruction manual!  
 
Monitoring during winter/all year round? 
As we now have a functioning Frogwatch website, it is 
possible to submit ʻSurveysʼ at any time of the year. This 
will allow gathering information on species that may not 
be picked up in the October Census when only 14 out of 
the 22 frog species of the Region are calling. Dr. Will 
Osborne from the Institute for Applied Ecology, University 
of Canberra, is particularly interested in the distribution of 
a number of frogs that call over summer and he would 
greatly appreciate any extra monitoring activities. Give it 
a go, adopt a site and monitor as much as you like.  
 
Interested in volunteer work outside the 
Frogwatch Census??? 
Frogwatch Act and Region delivers a wide range of 
different programs and activities to the community. As we 
have only very limited staff, any extra pair of hands to 
share the load is greatly appreciated. Here are some 
activities that would greatly benefit from some extra help: 
 
• Setting up and maintaining a face book site for the 

Frogwatch Program Volunteers 
• Helping with the dispatch of Tadpole Kits in 2/12 
• Helping with the FROGWATCH webpage (updating 

information, making it more user-friendly). 
• Monitoring a few sites over summer to assist Dr. Will 

Osborne from the Institute of Applied Ecology (UC) 
with his efforts to survey the ACT and Region (as 
above) for details email: 
will.osborne@canberra.edu.au 

 
If you are interested in any of these activities please 
contact us on 62783309 or send an email to 
frogwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au 
 
The ACT and Region Frogwatch Program is coordinated by the 
Ginninderra Catchment Group with the assistance of funds made 
available through the Caring for our Country Initiative with the support of 
the ACT Natural Resource Management Council. 
 

Coming up: Snakes Alive Exhibition 
This very successful and popular 
exhibition will be at the Australian 
Botanical Garden, between the 23rd 
and 29th of January 2012. This 
event is held annually by the ACT 
Herpetological Association and is 
well worth a visit. Children and 
adults alike just love to watch (and 
handle) a range of fascinating 
reptiles and amphibians that are rarely on show.  
 
National news  
Scientists have discovered two new species of boulder-
dwelling frogs, hidden in remote areas of rainforest in 
north-east Queensland. Dr Conrad Hoskin, who did most 
of his research at The Australian National University, and 
Kieran Aland from the Queensland Museum, described 
the Kutini Boulder-frog (Cophixalus kulakula) and the 
Golden-capped Boulder-frog (Cophixalus 
pakayakulangun) in a recently published paper. 

 
The newly discovered 
Cophixalus kulakula. 
Image: kieran_aland 
 
 
 

Thumbs up! 
  for all volunteers for keeping this program so exciting 
  Penelope Lilley for her sterling support during the 
dispatch of the Tadpole Kits, we could not have done it 
without you!! 
  for our frog experts Will Osborne, Murray Evans, David 
Hunter and Ben Scheele for contributing so much to our 
Frogwatch Census Training events 
  for Seeds and Plants Australia (Piallago), Provincial 
Plants (Piallago), Greening Australia and Bunnings 
Warehouse for their generous donation of plants for our 
frog pond display at the Floriade 2011. 
  for Lyn Jenkins and Karen Cording for spending one 
night each out in the field with me, chasing up Key Sites 
for the Frogwatch Census 
  for Damon Cusack known as CompassCusack, for 
spending 3 nights with me in the field, running, cycling 
and sharing his GPS, while chasing up Key Sites for the 
Frogwatch Census. 
 
Last but not least a very happy festive 
season for all of you and save travels!! 
Keep in touch! 
 
Anke Maria Hoefer 


