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Dennis Lassam 

Dennis Lassam has been involved with the 
Ginninderra Catchment Group for over six years, 
and is one of our longest-serving Waterwatch 
Volunteers.   

Dennis was born in Papua New Guinea, and 
moved to Victoria while still an infant.  As a 
teenager, he moved with his family to Tasmania.  
At the age of 23, Dennis travelled to Newcastle 
and achieved a BSc with a double major in 
Geology.   

After an outstanding undergraduate career, 
which included working as a field and laboratory 
assistant to support his studies, Dennis was invited 
to undertake an Honours degree in Geology.  At 
the time, circumstances made this impossible, and 
instead Dennis moved to Brisbane, Queensland, 
and worked as an Exploration Geologist for well-
known mineral giants Theiss Brothers and CSR.   

In 1977, Dennis took on further study and 
obtained a Bachelor of Applied Science, majoring 
in Invertebrate Zoology. 

Eventually, Dennis came to Canberra when he 
secured a teaching position with ACT TAFE 
(now Canberra Institute of Technology), where 
he taught Geology and Biology for 16 years. 

When asked what he enjoys most about the 

Spotlight On… 
 

Waterwatch Results for May 2008 

Once again, we have had a very dry month. 
The total rainfall of 13mm for May 2008 was 
well below the long-term average of 45mm.  
This is a worrying trend, given a dry winter 
usually correlates with a following dry 
summer. 

Despite this, water levels were moderate to 
high throughout the catchment, but this is 
most likely a result of the rain that fell just 
prior to, and during, the monitoring 
weekend.  Furthermore, the bulk of rainfall 
for the month fell at the end of the month, 
after Monday 26th (see figure overleaf),  

Acidity (pH) was acceptable at all sites this 
month, (range = 6.1 to 8.0), though 
Gooromon Ponds recorded high EC 
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monthly Waterwatch monitoring, Dennis 
says,  
“ I like the analysis; the manual work that 
results in tangible data, which I can then 
hand to the Waterwatch Coordinator. 
I like discussing the data and thinking about 
its implications”. 

Dennis is also a committed Frogwatch 
participant: “I find it very challenging, 
particularly because of my deafness.  It’s 
amazing how such small creatures can make 
such a loud noise, and I think that frogs are 
important as they are significant indicators 
of the state of the environment”. 

(770µS/cm), possibly as a result of run-off 

after a prolonged dry spell. 

Ginninderra Creek at the Gunghalin 
Gauging Station reporting the highest 
turbidity again this month (48 NTU), 
followed by Kippax Creek on Florey Drive 
(30 NTU). 

Dissolved oxygen was improved this month, 
ranging from 40% at Ginninderra Creek on 
Ginninderra Drive, Latham, to 97% at the 
Gunghalin Gauging Station in Nicholls. 

Phosphates were generally low throughout 
the Catchment (range = 0.0 to 0.1 mg/L 
PO4), with Fassifern Pond in Dunlop 
recording high levels (0.15mg/L PO4). 

 (continued overleaf) 

 

WANTED! Volunteers 
for these vacant sites: 
 
• Gungahlin Pond, via Ibis St, 

Palmerston; 
• Ginninderra Creek at Barton 

Highway roundabout, 
Giralang; 

• McKellar Wetland 
(constructed 2004), via 
Jeanne Young Cct, 
McKellar; 

• Gooromon Ponds (Little 
Bedduluck) Creek at Barton 
Highway, via Hall. 

 

If you can help, or know 
someone who wants to get 
involved with Waterwatch, 

please contact Dr Beth 
Mantle on 6278 3309 or via 
email. 
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(continued from front page) 

Pam and Fred Fawke from Dunlop have 

proudly reported that the Black Swans sitting 

on eggs on Jaramlee Pond are now ferrying 

around seven healthy cygnets; Caroline and 

Melia Wenger reported a large amount of 

rubbish at Kippax Creek, which they 

removed (thank you!); and Andrew Warden 

reported very little rubbish at the John 

Knight Park outlet on Lake Ginninderra, 

which he says is in contrast to the usual 

amounts. 

Waterwatch Results Continued 

Alternanthera philoxeroides 
“Alligator Weed” 

Alligator Weed is a ‘Weed of National 

Significance’ and is widely distributed 

throughout Australia.  It has major impacts 

on aquatic habitats as it is an invasive and 

dominant species that chokes waterways and 

out-competes native vegetation.   

Fortunately, the Cooperative Research 

Centre for Weed Management is well on the 

way to identifying possible biocontrol agents 

(follow this link for more details). 

If you identify Alligator Weed at any of your 

Waterwatch sites, report it to the Ginninderra 

Catchment Group or to Canberra Connect 

on 13 22 81 immediately. 

For more details, you can download an 

information brochure from Territory and 

Municipal Services. 

Focus On… 

CONTACT: 

Dr Beth Mantle 

Waterwatch Coordinator 

 

Kippax Health Centre 

20 Kippax Place 

 

PO Box 446 

Holt, ACT, 2615 

 

P: 02 6278 3309 

F: 02 6278 3926 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.ginninderralandcare.org.au 
waterwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au 

(Above) Monthly rainfall for May 2008. 
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Table of Results for May 2008: 
 

Parameter Mean Minimum Maximum 

Air temperature (°C) 12.5 7.0 17.0 

Water temperature (°C) 10.0 5.0 15.0 

pH 7.1 6.1 8.0 
EC (µS/cm) 275.8 81 770 

Turbidity (NTU) 19 0 48 
Dissolved oxygen (%) 73 40 97 
Orthophosphates (mg/L) 0.00 0.15 0.04 

 


