How CAN YOU HELP TO

PROTECT THE DUNLOP
GRASSLANDS RESERVE?

If you are lucky enough to live near this Reserve
you can assist in its protection by;

Beingwatchfuland reportingfires,especially
in the summer months.

Reporting any illegal activity such as the
entry of cars, motorbikes and dogs as well
as the lighting of fires.

Reporting any illegal removal of timber or
rocks, which provide important habitat for
flora and fauna.

Keeping an eye out for people dumping
garden rubbish and prunings that often
spread weeds.

Ensuring your own gardens are free of
invasive weeds, especially those easily
dispersed by wind and birds.

Keeping pets such as cats and dogs locked
in at night to ensure they do not hunt or
disturb native wildlife.

Getting involved with monitoring and local
Landcare activities.

To report fires or any illegal activities please
call Canberra Connect on 132281 or in case of
emergency 000.

For other informatioh contaiclt the Ginninderra
Catchment Group 6278 3309.
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WHAT MAKES DUNLOP

GRASSLANDS NATURE RESERVE
SO SPECIAL?

Dunlop Grasslands Reserve is only partially
modified with a low density of introduced
weed species and a wide range of native
grasses and smaller plants. It is therefore a
core grassland conservation site for the ACT.

The area is home to populations of eight
regionally uncommon plant species which
have a high conservation value. They are;

Amphibromus nervosus,

Milkmaids Burchardia umbellatai,

Blue Grass Lily Caesia calliantha,

Flat Spike Sedge Eleocharis plana,
Ophioglossum Ophioglossum lisitanicum,

Five-awn  Spear Grass Pentapogon
quadrifidus,

Matted Pratia Pratia pedunculata, and
Zornia Zornia dictiocarpa.

This, combined with the natural
scenic beauty of the area, make
it a special place to protect for
future generations.
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Native grasslands are places where grasses
are the dominant plant and the cover of trees
and shrubs is less than 10%. When the cover of
trees exceeds 10% but the ground cover is still
dominated by grasses, the community is called
a grassy woodland. You can see examples of
both these vegetation communities in the
Dunlop Grasslands Reserve.
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Relatively unmodified grasslands and grassy
woodlands like those found in the Dunlop
Grasslands Nature Reserve, now cover only
a fraction of their original area. They are
considered tobe amongst the most threatened
ecosystems in Australia and have been listed
as an endangered ecological community
under the ACT Nature Conservation Act, 1980.
Prior to European settlement these vegetation
communities occupied large expanses of South
Eastern Australia and as they were relatively
clear of trees, they were very attractive for
pastoral settlement and development. This
meant they were heavily impacted upon by
European farming methods and the grazing of
stock. This led to a general degradation of the
native grass species and gradual infestation
with introduced pasture and weed species.
The city of Canberra and other townships in
the region have largely been built upon the
native grassland plant community.

Native grasslands are home to a large number
of other organisms. Above ground you might
see a wide variety of insects, spiders, frogs,
reptiles and mammals. Many birds, whilst not
inhabiting grasslands, feed in them. Lichens
and fungi live among the plants, both on the
surface and in the soil. Below ground there is
an array of soil organisms including worms,
beetles, ants and micro — organisms which all
help to maintain the health of the grassland.
In 2003 seven species of frogs were identified
in the dam in the Northern Section of the
Reserve. Other animals regularly sighted
include Eastern Grey Kangaroos, Brown
Snakes, Legless lizards, and raptors, such as
Kites, Hawks and Kestrels.




WHAT IS BEING DONE TO PROTECT

THE SOUTHERN RESERVE (ACCESSED VIA KERRIGAN STREET DUNLOP)
THESE AREAS?
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MAP OF THE DUNLOP GRASSLANDS NATURE RESERVE
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HISTORY OF THE AREA




