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1. ABOUT FROGWATCH

The ACT and Region Frogwatch Program is  a community frog monitoring program which conducts  a 
Frogwatch Census in spring each year. This report presents the results of the 2007 Frogwatch 
Census.

ACT Frogwatch was initiated by the Ginninderra Catchment Group in 2002, when over 40 volunteers 
monitored frog calls at 29 sites. Since then the program has  expanded dramatically to provide a  
annual snapshot of frog species and abundance in the ACT and surrounding NSW region. In 2007, 

approximately 200 volunteers participated 
in the Census, monitoring at 160 sites. An 
amazing total of 377 field data sheets were 
completed and submitted in 2007.

Frogs  are widely recognised as  indicators of 
environmental health and their presence can 
indicate good water quality and the 
availability of high quality habitat. 
Conversely, the absence or decline of frog 
populations can indicate unhealthy or 
degraded catchments.

Frogwatch information helps  to  identify 
future community monitoring and action 
priorities  that will create a more frog 
friendly ACT and region.

The aim of the program is: To conduct an ACT and Region Community Frogwatch Census  that will 
generate significant information about the presence and abundance of frog populations in the region.

Census Information Objectives

•Increase understanding of frog distribution and abundance;

•increase knowledge and understanding about the health of our wetlands and waterways;

•monitor the impacts of bushfires and drought on our local ecosystems and catchments;

•monitor the impacts of bushfires on local wildlife and track recovery rates;

•provide supplementary information to the ACT Government’s professional frog monitoring 
program; and

•continue the collection of important frog monitoring data to enhance previous studies.

Community Capacity Building Objectives

•Provide an exciting, hands-on opportunity for community members to engage in natural resource 
management (NRM);

•provide opportunities for community involvement in wildlife monitoring;

•provide CAMPFIRE (Community Assessment Monitoring Program for Fire Impacted River Ecology) 
and Waterwatch groups with the opportunity to broaden their monitoring activities;

•increase community capacity to understand a range of important environmental issues such as 
biodiversity, problems of introduced species, water quality, habitat loss and other impacts on 
natural ecosystems;

•facilitate community monitoring and evaluation of NRM on-ground works, e.g. wetland 
development, willow removal and revegetation projects;

•increase awareness of frog populations and their habitat requirements, and provide support for 
the protection and creation of high quality habitat; and

•ensure that Frogwatch participants do not contribute to the spread of frog pathogens.

Frogwatch volunteers at the Mulligan!s Flat field trip
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2. METHODS

Frogwatch participants attended a 
Frogwatch Seminar in the lead up to  the 
October Census. Introductory seminars 
were held where volunteers learnt about 
the different frog species  in the region, 
their mating calls, basic  safety and site 
selection guidelines, procedures for 
preventing the spread of potential frog 
pathogens, frog identification techniques 
and procedures for undertaking and 
recording Frogwatch observations.

Some Frogwatchers attended a field trip to 
Mulligans Flat Nature Reserve where they 
gained extra experience in identification 
techniques, estimating abundance and 
identifying important habitat components. 
Will Osborne from the University of 
Canberra lead the field trip and  provided valuable advice about amphibian ecology and behaviour, 

and monitoring tips.

All participants received a copy of the Frogwatch Kit, which contains:

•The Frogwatch monitoring plan;

•information about frog species of the ACT and region, including 
habitat information and identification tips;

•pathogen control guidelines;

•procedures for monitoring frog calls;

•a list of available frog resources;

•Frogwatch field data sheets and other forms;

•an audio CD - “Frog Calls of the ACT and South East NSW” by Ederic 
Slater;

•a Frogwatch thermometer; and

•a blank cassette tape.

Each participant or group then registered their Frogwatch site(s). Participants were encouraged to 
monitor at one of thirty ‘Key Frogwatch Sites’, that are selected as priority sites  for annual 
monitoring. Prioritising these sites ensures that they are consistently and comprehensively 
monitored from year to year. This ensures that Frogwatch data will be sufficiently statistically robust 
to provide for in-depth analysis in the longer term. Monitoring at other Frogwatch sites was also 
permitted and encouraged to allow for the inclusion of already established Frogwatch sites and 
participant interest in particular sites.

Frog calls and other details were then observed and recorded at sites across the ACT and region 
during the Frogwatch monitoring period in October 2006. During the Frogwatch Census week, 15 - 21 
October, all Frogwatch sites  were monitored on at least one occasion. To increase the statistical 
reliability of the data, participants were encouraged to  monitor on more than one evening during this 
week, and Key Sites were monitored on at least three evenings  during the week. 

Frogwatch Training Seminar, September 2007
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At each site Frogwatchers recorded details  about:

•Site location;

•habitat;

•vegetation;

•weather conditions; and

•frog species observed.

These details were recorded onto official field data sheets (see below). Participants took audio 
recordings of the sounds present during the early evening at their site. Even if there were no frogs 
calling, the data were collected and submitted. This information was then sent to  the Frogwatch 
Coordinator for confirmation and processing. Photographs of Frogwatch sites were also  submitted to 
the Frogwatch Coordinator.

All audio  tapes were checked for accuracy of identification by the Frogwatch Coordinator. A number 
of the tapes were also checked by staff from the ACT Government and the University of Canberra to 

confirm unusual species  or calls that were difficult to  identify.

3. QUALITY ASSURANCE AND QUALITY CONTROL

The data collected underwent a strict process that ensures  the quality of the data is  very high. The 
quality control procedures employed include:

•Monitoring of calls at all sites was undertaken on at least one evening in October 2007, during 
the first 2 hours after dark.

•Audio recordings were taken at all monitoring sites. These recordings were then used to confirm 
identification of species and the number of frogs calling. This data was verified by the Frogwatch 
Coordinator with assistance from experts from the ACT Government and the University of 
Canberra. Any data that has not been confirmed is not included in this report.

•Detailed information about Frogwatch procedures and guidelines were provided to all 
participants at the Frogwatch training events, and in the Frogwatch Kit. A copy of the Frogwatch 
Kit can be provided by contacting the Frogwatch Coordinator.

Frogwatch Field Data Sheet 
 

** Please complete one Field Data Sheet for each frog monitoring site each time you monitor **  
** For instructions, refer to “Procedures for Frogwatch Monitoring in your Census Kit” ** 

 

SAMPLING DETAILS AND SITE DESCRIPTION 
 

Site Code:  

 

Date:  Time:  

Observers:  

 

Group Name:  

Site Name:  

Site Location 

Details : 

 

 

Easting: (6 digits)  Northing: (7 digits)  

Grid Reference: (optional)  Altitude: (optional)  

 

HABITAT 

Approximate size: m2 Water Depth: Please tick one:   ! less than 30 cm        ! more than 30 cm 

Type of 

breeding habitat: 

! Upland River   ! Upland Creek   ! Montane Seepage   ! Lowland River   ! Lowland Creek   ! Lake 

! Wetland or Backwater  ! Farm Dam ! Stormwater Drain    ! Vegetated Drainage Channel 

! Other (please specify)  

Land use:  ! Urban open space   ! Nature Park   ! Private backyard   ! Rural property   ! National Park   ! Other (please specify) 

Seasonality of Water Body: ! Permanent open water   ! Damp all year   ! Flows only after heavy rain 

! Dry over summer   ! Don’t know 

Water Flow:  

How Long have you known about this site?  

Have you noticed any changes in frog numbers or 

activity over this period? 

 

Has the natural environment of the site changed 

over this period? 

 

 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF VEGETATION AT SITE 
 

Aquatic Vegetation  

Overhead Canopy  

Bank Vegetation  

Surrounding Landscape Vegetation  

 

WEATHER 
Please place a tick next to the box that best describes the Sky Condition and Wind: 

 Sky Condition  Wind 

 (1) Clear or a few clouds  (1) Still - smoke rises vertically 

 (2) Partly cloudy or variable  (2) Light breeze - wind direction shown by smoke drift 

 (3) Cloudy (broken) or overcast  (3) Light wind - wind felt on face, leaves rustle 

 (4) Fog  (4) Windy - leaves and branches in constant motion 

 (5) Drizzle   

 (6) Showers   

Air 

Temperature: 

oC Water 

Temperature: 

oC 

SITE PLAN - DRAWING 

Please draw a simple plan of the site, detailing where observations were taken from, permanent landmarks, a north 

arrow, access roads and major features: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVENTORY OF SPECIES 

          1 - 5 
           5 - 20 

The number of frogs calling can be estimated and grouped as follows:   20 - 50 

           50 - 100 
           more than 100 

 

Species Detected Number Comment 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

Please return this completed results sheet and your tape recording to the ACT Frogwatch Coordinator. 

TO ENSURE YOUR RESULTS ARE INCLUDED IN THE FROGWATCH REPORT, PLEASE 

RETURN THIS DATA SHEET BY FRIDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2007. 

For queries or more information, please contact:  

Rachelle McConville     ph: 6278 3309 
ACT Frogwatch Coordinator    email: waterwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au 
Ginninderra Catchment Group    PO Box 446, Holt, ACT 2615  

 fax: 6278 3926      Web: www.ginninderralandcare.org.au 
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4. FROGWATCH SITES

A total of 160 Frogwatch sites  were monitored during October - November 2007. 118 of these were 
located within the ACT border, while the remaining 42 sites were in the surrounding NSW region. 
Figure 1 shows the locations of Frogwatch sites. Appendix 1 provides details  of the site codes, names 
and locations of all of the Frogwatch sites.

Figure 1. Site locations, Community Frogwatch Census 2007
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This map incorporates data that is copyright Geoscience Australia 

2008. Some data also sourced from the ACT Government.
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