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News from
the Convenor
Welcome to a new style of newsletter
prepared by Yvette. It includes a list of upcoming
events, updates from Frogwatch and Waterwatch
and updates from the member groups.
The Executive is focusing on the forward financial
position of GCG, and in lifting our profile through
increased communications.
We will be progressing on the catchment
projects, and will be presenting to the Legislative
Assembly Inquiry on Nature in the City.
We have our next Members’ meeting planned on
Monday 8th April.
We hope to see you there.

Upcoming key dates
3/3/19 - Clean-up
Australia Day.
4/3/19 Meeting of the
Executive
11/03/19 - Canberra Day
23/03/19—National
Eucalypt Day

- Sandy Lolicato

8/4/19—Members’
meeting

Ginninderra Catchment Group connects, supports and leads local
communities to improve the health of Ginninderra Creek and
surrounding environments.
ACT and Region Frogwatch Program and the Ginninderra and Yass
components of Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch operate from the
GCG office.
Website: http://ginninderralandcare.org.au
Office: Kippax Health Centre, Holt, ACT
Phone: 02 6278 3309
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UP-COMING EVENTS

Sunday March 3:
Crace Landcare Group — Clean Up Australia Day — Crace Recreation Park.
Meeting place is near the children’s playground on Narden Street beginning at
9am. Morning tea and clean up equipment is supplied.
Friends of Aranda Bushland — Work party — 8.30am start
Friends of the Pinnacle — Clean Up Australia Day — Meet at the carpark on
Springvale Drive, Weetangera at 9am
Jarramlee Park Landcare — Clean Up Australia Day — Not a formal event,
regular members
Macgregor Landcare Group — Clean Up Australia Day — Registration is from
8.30am at Swift Pl, Macgregor. Contact is Graham Hamilton 0404038243
Thursday March 7: Mulligan’s Flat — Kangaroo Count — morning only —
register through the Parkcare portal
Wednesday March 13: Mulligan’s Flat — Work party — Meet at the Woolshed
at 9.30am.
Throughout March:
Mulligan’s Flat — Twilight Woodlands Tour — Every Wednesday and Friday
night throughout March between 7.15pm and 9.15pm @ $49.50pp
Mulligan’s Flat — Buggy Tour — Ride alongside an ecologist during a sanctuary
check with two tours across the month: Monday March 3rd and Monday March
18th. They run between 10am and 11am at a cost of $30pp
Sunday April 7: Mulligan’s Flat — Work party — Meet at the Woolshed @10am
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UPCOMING EVENTS AROUND THE REGION

Saturday March 2:
ANU Intrepid Landcare — Pierces Creek Rehabilitation and Cotter clean-up —
Cotter campground at 8am
Sunday March 3:
Friends of Tuggernong Hill — Work party between 9am and 12pm
Mount Taylor Parkcare — Work party between 8am and 10am
Thursday March 7: Parkcare volunteer training — ‘Managing Fire in the ACT’
— Dame Pattie Menzies House, 16 Challis Street Dickson (Ground floor
function room) between 4.30pm and 6pm
Saturday March 9:
Jerrabomberra Wetlands — Annual Bee Keepers Field Day — 10am start
Multiple dates across early March: Greening Australia — Jindabyne — Mouse
Ear Hawkweed surveying — contact Ben Hanrahan
BHanrahan@greeningaustralia.org.au for details.
Sunday March 17:
Friends of Mount Majura — Work party between 9am and 2pm
Mount Pleasant Parkcare — Work party between 8.30am and 11am
February 8th—March 17th: Gaia Hypothesis — Belconnen Arts Centre — An
exhibition taking inspiration from the idea that the Earth is a single living
organism composed of self-regulating, finely balanced and complex
ecosystems.
Wednesday March 20th: Safety training around chemicals — PCS Stromlo
Depot between 9am and 12am contact allan.mclean@act.gov.au if interested
Throughout March: ANBG and the Carramar Koala Project — There will be 20
one-metre tall koala statues spread across Canberra to raise awareness of
native flora and fauna., including two at Tidbinbilla.
Multiple dates across April
Tidbinbilla — Our Wildfest Pop Up Wilderness Family Camp in the park is back
during the Autumn School Holidays. Ranger guided activities @$195.00 -$295
see Facebook site for more details.
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NEWS FROM THE GCG OFFICE

Protecting our Catchments
As part of transitional funding GCG received from ACT Government, Bernie has
produced a draft report entitled “Provision of a framework for a Regional Natural
Resource Management strategy for the ACT and report on Catchment models
applicability to the region”. He is currently working on an Executive Summary and
Communique, which will be distributed to GCG members for comment. We are
finalising the project for tranche 2 funding. This will be focussed on developing a
framework for managing ACT infrastructure corridors for enhanced environmental outcomes.

Bush on the Boundary
GCG is continuing to chair the Ginninderry Bush on the Boundary Reference
Group (BoB) as a knowledge sharing forum focussed on addressing biodiversity
concerns relevant to the urban development of Ginninderry. The BoB is in a six
month period of review. There is a workshop this week to discuss future options.

Native Grasslands Restoration
GCG is working on grassland restoration project, funded through ACT Environment Grant. It is focussing on planting and weed control in a number of priority
sites. More to come.

Healthy Waterways Stencilling
GCG has been contracted by ACT Government to undertake a project focussed on
stencilling drains to assist in community education about Healthy Waterways as
part of the H2OK Project. This project will be rolled out over the next couple of
months, if you are interested in assisting, please let us know.

Website: http://ginninderralandcare.org.au
Office: Kippax Health Centre, Holt, ACT
Phone: 02 6278 3309
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FROGWATCH
Hello everyone
Hope 2019 has been shaping up well for all of you!!
Thanks for the many contributions to our new database- sitting smack in the
Canberra Nature Map
https://frogwatch-act.naturemapr.org/
Work on the portal has been re-commenced and you will see lots of great improvements over the next weeks. These include: a list of all your submitted data
on your page!! So, you finally can see which surveys you have already entered
and which are still missing!! Please keep the feedback coming- your comments
are invaluable and you are generally much better in picking up little clinches than
I am.
What is happening in and out of the office??
Lots of things as per usual, but our main energy for the next few months will be
divided between plenty of report writing, developing 2 new educational resources and getting the Frogwatch data portal in tip-top shape- while trying to
secure ongoing funding for Frogwatch. Does this sound relaxed, or what??

In more detail- the reports that need writing:
_________________________________________________________________
1. 2018 was the last year of the
Climate Change project, funded by
the ACT Government. Lots of data
has been collected over the four
years of weekly monitoring (JuneOctober) to investigate the effect
of a warming climate on the calling
behaviour of our local frogs. The
data now needs to be finalized,
cleaned up, and analysed. Findings
shall be bunched up in sentences
and a final report will be written- a
mammoth task and I am looking
forward to seeing the final product
printed and presented to the ACT
Government.
IMPORTANT: If you still need to enter your 2018 Climate Change monitoring
data then please do so in the next 2 weeks!! The verification process takes
up a lot of time and I need to get it all done and dusted very soon!!
If you have contributed to the Climate Change Project over the years, you
should have received and email about a special get-together in the last
week. If, by some oddity, your name has dropped off my mailing list please
let me know. I would love to get everyone together for a BBQ in mid-March!!

Website: http://frogwatch-act.naturemapr.org/
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FROGWATCH
2. 2018 was also the year of the Bio-indicator study — an expanded repeat
of a 2015 study, which was published as Hoefer & Starrs (2016) One pond fits
all? This study (funded by the ACT Government) tries to tease apart the relationship of habitat attributes and the occurrence (or absence) of eight different frog species. The knowledge of species-specific habitat preferences will
help to further improve wetland quality and frog habitats in the Capital region. The 2019 data is currently pushed into shape for an in-depth analysis.
So, stay tuned!

3.

Last (of the big reports) but not least
- our core business- the 2018 Frog-

Census report. Thanks to everyone
for the many contributions that I
have received so far- just getting into
verifying the submissions.

IMPORTANT: If you still need to enter your 2018
FrogCensus monitoring data then please do so in the
next 2 weeks!! The verification process takes up a lot of
time and I need to get it all done and dusted very soon!!
If you have trouble entering your data, please send
your field data sheets and recordings to me
(via mail PO BOX 446, 2615 HOLT ACT or email
frogwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au).

Enough of these reports- here some more details
about the education resource development:

1. Corowa Landcare has engaged Frogwatch to develop a school
education resource for students Year 3 to Year 6, with a focus on their
local frogs, especially the Sloane’s froglet (Crinia sloani). Children from
the area are already well aware of their local environment and even have
a special song that helps them identify the call of the Sloane’s froglet!!
This is a very exciting project and will keep me busy till May.
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FROGWATCH

2. The Tadpole Kits for Schools Program, funded by Icon Water, a smash hit in
2018 (nothing new here- it is always booked out). In preparation for 2019 we
want to develop a more interactive and engaging teaching tool, in form of a calendar/flipchart. Feedback provided by partaking teachers will be used in the
process. Oh- this is exciting! A big thanks to Tanya Rough- she is the artistic master-mind behind the idea and has energy that I can only dream of!

Kept the best for
last...
The Frogwatch funding
situation: Still all a little foggy
and out in the great unknown.
Our bid rests in the capable
hands of the ACT Government
and for the time being we do
have to adopt a “sit-and-wait”
strategy. Not an easy task but
luckily, I do have a lot of other
things to keep me busy! The
best we can do is to keep
spreading the word about
Frogwatch and to further raise
its profile. Finger and toe
crossings, prayers, chants and
similar are also encouraged!

This is it for now
Thanks again for your great support
Looking forward to another massive year- my 9th!!

Cheerio
Yours
Anke Maria- the
Frog Lady
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WATERWATCH
IN OUR CATCHMENT – SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER (SPRING)
2018
Dry conditions have affected our waterways during early and mid-Spring, but
great to see more rain in November (Fig.1), with more than 10ml of rain in
four occasions. A nice flush in the system, considering the dry months we had
in Autumn and Winter. This storm events are also important for wildlife. For
example, rainy events this time of the year trigger the eastern long-necked
turtle nesting activity. Temperatures were also slightly higher than average
this Spring, as we all experienced high temperatures in October and
November, with more than 30 °C in five occasions (Fig. 2).

Fig. 1. Monthly rainfall in northern Canberra

Fig. 2. Mean maximum temperature in northern Canberra
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WATERWATCH
Electrical conductivity in the Yass River has showed high results (YAS200, 880 µS/
cm; YAS100, 910 µS/cm) compared to what we usually find in Ginninderra Creek
(GIN005, 320 µS/cm; GDC005, 210 µS/cm; GIN013, 260 µS/cm), but it seems
there are elements in the geology of the Yass region that could be influencing
those results. Interesting to see values in Brooks Creek (BRO015) as low as 280
µS/cm. Dissolved oxygen saturation ranged within good values most of the times
in the sites above in Yass River, Ginninderra Creek and Brooks Creek, in addition
to nitrates. Phosphates ranged mainly in excellent values for these sites (Fig.3).

Fig. 3. Threshold values for water quality in the ACT Waterwatch
program (Catchment Health Indicator Program – CHIP report).

CATCHMENT HEALTH INDICATOR PROGRAM
(CHIP REPORT)
The waterwatch coordinators are currently writing the 2018 CHIP report. This
report is slightly different from the previous years as this time we are covering
a calendar year of sampling instead of a financial year schedule. The report
should be launched in late March. For more information, please check:
http://www.act.waterwatch.org.au/chip.html

WATERWATCH
EDUCATIONAL

Our educational activities will
continue until July 2019, so if
you know any teacher or
school that might be
interested, please contact
Bruno at 62783309 or
waterwatch@ginninderraland
care.org.au
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NEWS FROM THE CATCHMENT MEMBER
GROUPS

Friends of Aranda Bushland
Our work parties are on the first Sunday of each month. Starting time is 8:30 am
during daylight saving and 9 am the rest of the year.. See our website for details:
friendsofarandabushland.org.au

Over the summer we have been assiduously removing St John’s Wort from the
natural frost-hollow grassland at the lower end of our reserve. A group has met
every Sunday morning to take out the plants that have appeared during the week,
and we can now say that it is becoming hard to find a specimen of this hated weed.
No doubt there will be plenty next spring, but meanwhile we are happy.

At our AGM in mid-January, we elected a new convenor, Jim Arnold, to replace the
old one (me), as we have a three year limit on the role of convenor. We also
acquired four new committee members, considerably younger that the previous
average, and we are now allocating tasks among us all.

Another piece of good news is that we now have a third seat (in the snow gums
reserve), and will soon have a fourth, which will be installed on the site of the
former radiata pine plantation near Bindubi Street. This one was kindly supplied by a
couple of our veteran members and has arms and a back!

We have lots of new ideas for our patch and we look forward to a busy and
productive year.
Jenny Andrews, ex-convenor, FOAB

The photo below shows one of our St John’s Wort weeding sessions in January.
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NEWS FROM THE CATCHMENT MEMBER
GROUPS

Crace Landcare Group
The next working bee for Crace Landcare Group will be Sunday 3 March. It is
registered as a Clean Up Australia Day event. It will be held at the Crace Recreation
Park. Meeting place is near the children’s playground on Narden Street beginning at
9am. Morning tea and clean up equipment will be supplied.
Fleur Leary
Convenor

Friends of Mount Painter
Over the last few months our main activity has been weed control, especially
focusing on St John’s Wort and African Lovegrass. A combined campaign of spraying
and digging out has seen us cover most of the areas we targeted for both these
weeds. However, St John’s Wort is abundant in much of the reserve outside our
target areas.
On a more cheerful note:
•

•

We held our end of year celebration in early December on the western
ridge of Mount Painter with a splendid view of the sunset.

We have been monitoring the Wildflower Triangle where a prescribed burn was
carried out a year ago. It was possibly the first burn for many years. We want to
track what species are reappearing, and are particularly interested in seeing
what’s in the grassland section since the dense thatch and cover of the grasses
has gone. So far, 85 species have been found, 52 of them natives. We had no
idea that some of them were there.

•

Last week, I was interviewed on ABC 666’s ‘Afternoons’ program about African
Lovegrass: why it is a problem and what FOMP is doing about it on our patch.
One of the ABC producers had noticed signs about the grass which one of our
members had put up and contacted us on the strength of that. It was a bit of a
surprise to be asked.
Sarah Hnatiuk
Convenor
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NEWS FROM THE CATCHMENT MEMBER
GROUPS

Friends of Mulligan’s Flat
The Friends of Mulligans Flat has over 540 members who have registered on our
MyVolunteer database. It is through this database, supported by the Woodlands
and Wetlands Trust, and FaceBook that we communicate updates about the
Mulligans Flat Wildlife Sanctuary, upcoming events and activities. Friends are able
to participate in Parkcare activities with PCS rangers and can also get involved in a
number of ecological projects managed by the Trust and ANU.
January Work Party: A good turn out for the first work party of the year! The
lovely stroll through the sanctuary was a good time to catch up after Christmas and
flag out any pesky serrated tussock grass. We were lead by the very knowledgeable
Ranger Dave who shared with us his extensive knowledge of native and non-native
grasses. Thanks Dave! We also weeded at our February work party but will be
getting into some fence removal in March.
Turtles on the Move and Nest Patrol! For the fifth year in a row, the Turtle Patrol
has commenced for the spring/summer turtle migration. Each day a Friend or a
small group of Friends take a 6 km walk along the predator proof sanctuary fence
and relocate any turtles trying to get through the fence to the other side. There
have been over 190 Turtles moved this year! The Turtle Patrol will run through to
late February/early March.
Turtle Nest Patrol was an initiative that began last November, dedicated to finding
and protecting turtle nest from any predators such as quolls inside the sanctuary,
and foxes outside the sanctuary at our sister sight Jerrabomberra Wetlands. For
nest patrol a Friend or volunteer will sign up for a shift, and head out to the
sanctuary. There they will check out the water holes for any turtle activity; if a
nesting turtle is found they will wait around until the turtle has finished laying
before covering the nest with predator-proof plastic meshing. So far 3 nests have
been found and protected in the sanctuary.
Monthly Work Party - held on the second Wednesday of each month. Next work
party on 13 March. Meet at the Woolshed at 9:30am.
Seasonal Work Parties.- held on a Sunday morning once each season, actual dates
are advised closer to the activity. We usually meet at the Woolshed at 10:00am.
Autumn Seasonal work party: Sunday 7 April.
Bridget Pearl and Julia Raine Convenors, Friends of Mulligans Flat.
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NEWS FROM THE CATCHMENT MEMBER
GROUPS

Jarramlee Park Landcare
Two of us attended the GCG meeting on 4th February. On the 11 February
we had our first group meeting. We are going to do a Clean Up on the 3rd
March, but not an official one. The water quality research on Jarramlee
Pond has commenced with a drawdown done last week. With the water
lowered this will give us the opportunity to clean up any detritus that
went through the GPT and ended up around the edges.
There are a lot of feral bushes and trees to deal with as well as weeds.
So there will be work bees doing cut and dab in the floodway and in some
sites and in the plantings on the north side of Jarramlee Pond.
We have considered planting at some stage to replace the many dead trees
and bushes alongside the footpath to Jarramlee Pond, but no dates set at
this stage. We have another meeting coming up on 12th March when these
issues will be addressed.

Pamela Fawke
Convenor

Macgregor Landcare Group
Two members of Macgregor Landcare Group undertook the Weed Certificate 111
on 1/12/18, but the long hot summer conditions put other activities on
hold. Unfortunately the removal of the mature poplars along the creek has been
very slow due to unforeseen delays, and the creek banks in Macgregor are now
enveloped in Box Elder and Poplar suckers[ that are rapidly turning into mature
trees]. Volunteer Landcarers of MLG have decided that they can no longer
undertake the strenuous labour that is required to control these
weeds. Ginninderra Creek, the lifeblood of our catchment is rapidly being choked
by the unchecked proliferation of these species. More needs to be done to keep
bringing this to the attention of the ACT Government.
Next event on our calendar is Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday 3
March. Registration is from 8.30am at Swift Place, Macgregor. Contact is Graham
Hamilton 0404038243. Everyone is very welcome to put in an hour or two.
Lyn Jenkins
Convenor
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NEWS FROM THE CATCHMENT MEMBER
GROUPS

North Belconnen Landcare
Membership and participation
The Summer months saw our participation rates drop substantially with several
of our regular members finding the heat very difficult.
We did, however, have a Facebook membership of around 140 people who we
didn’t know anything about. Subsequently to try to learn more about our member’s interests and availability, we drew up a survey titled Interests, Communication and Availability.
It asked four multiple-choice questions (I will just list the subject questions):
What interests you about Landcare? What were you looking for when you joined
the North Belconnen Landcare Group? What days are best for you to volunteer?
What time of the day is best for you to volunteer?
The responses highlighted a need for information. It found that several of our
members are neighbours simply wishing to be kept informed, whilst other members didn’t have time to volunteer but again wanted information. Subsequently
we have started to post more articles and photos about topical issues such as
why lovegrass is a problem and photos identifying common backyard weeds and
flowers.
We have also started up an Instagram page @northbelconnenlandcare to run
alongside our Facebook page. It is slowly growing followers, as we add photos
and news of the group.

Projects and session times
Despite participation being down, we did have a couple of regulars who
maintained three sessions per week across the Summer starting at 7am.
During that time a mulch perimeter was completed around the Betty Davis Wildflower patch to serve as a patch marker and as a weed buffer zone, weeding and
watering across all patches was maintained, and an easy to flip-through junior
handbook identifying common weeds and flowers was continued to be worked
on.
We have also been digging up the abundance of lovegrass, needlegrass and pasture grasses directly adjacent to the Betty Davis Wildflower patch with the intention of revegetating the area with native grass seeds in Autumn. Thank-you to
Fiona Spier for dropping off the seeds to my house.

Eradication
Allan McLean and Daniel Patterson have co-ordinated the lovegrass and
needlegrass poisoning in our area over two days from 26/3 -27/3.
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NEWS FROM THE CATCHMENT MEMBER
GROUPS

North Belconnen Landcare
Identification
Nicki Taws from Greening Australia kindly revisited the Betty Davis Wildflower patch,
and was able to identify several plants including rasp wort (haloragis), native spear
grass, native panic grass, yellow burr daisy, and blue flax.

New co-convenor
I, Yvette Perine, have agreed to be co-convenor of the North Belconnen Landcare
Group together with Lenore Hodgkinson. I will be leading the Saturday Group and
this will be the main session of the week. The Wednesday Group will only continue
if people let Lenore know they wish to attend.
Yvette Perine and Lenore Hodgkinson
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NEWS FROM THE CATCHMENT MEMBER
GROUPS

Mount Rogers
During a conversation whilst dogwalking prior to 34 degrees and on the
edge of Flynn’s ovals we looked north
towards Mt Rogers Reserve.
150m away a man and two young people were walking towards us. A large
plastic container was being carried
and, bizarrely, a duck zig-zagged along
the path and sometimes into the grass.
We thought the duck was evading capture.
The dog and I began to resume our walk but were stopped by “Hi Rosemary!”
from the man. It was Matt from the next street.
He showed that the container sheltered nine ducklings, saying they’d spotted
the duck family walking across grass near their place.
The duck wouldn’t have a bar of going in the car so they were shepherding the
family towards Ginninderra Creek some 800m away.
The ducklings were still downy. The adult called from time to time.
It was a Pacific Black Duck, Anas superciliosa.
What’s the story behind this family’s appearance so far from the Creek?
Black duck sometimes nests in trees near water whereas the equally common
Maned Duck may select tree hollows some distance from water. When the eggs
hatch the brood ‘float’ down to the ground and the parents lead them towards
water.
Where was this family’s nest? Had they escaped from a garden? Why only one
parent? Had they come up the hill from the creek?*
I worried that the adult’s feet would be scraped raw by waddling on the path’s
concrete. Perhaps it felt the same and its zig zags were to reach the softer
grass…but that proved too far from the ducklings.
I stole this photo to represent the countless good news stories of people’s kindness towards other species bewildered by being too close to humans.
Matt added later that they were about to set off for the beach when the ducks
came into their lives.
"After we saw you we worked out that if we walked faster, mother would do a
short flight to catch up to us.
We also found that the magpies were very aggressive with her, in about 3 different spots. *Lucky they didn't prey upon the chicks when they were coming up
the hill.
They were very happy to get together again in the water, and we saw mother
take 3 big gulps of water straight away. She must have been very thirsty and
probably tired.
Rosemary Flemings
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NEWS FROM THE CATCHMENT MEMBER
GROUPS

Umbagong
Some information about the research exercise that the ANBG (Australian National
Botanic Gardens) is conducting.
Yellow Rush Lily (Tricoryne elatior) was bagged for seed collection. It is known for
being difficult to germinate from seed and the ANBG will work to find out why, in
the hope that Greening Australia can then start to propagate this plant for local
grassland revegetation, perhaps including the current GCG project headed up by
Ken. There are an estimated 500 Yellow Rush Lily plants across the Blue Devil
Grassland at Umbagong, and parts of 80 of these have been bagged. Bags could
stay there for up to 1 month while seed ripens on the plants.
The photo shows that the area presently [as at 21 December 2018] looks a bit like
it has been decorated for Christmas - no night light display however!
ANBG put up signs to give some info for passers-by, saying…
“RESEARCH SITE - This site is currently being monitored the
ANBG and National Seed Bank. The white bags you see are
for seed collection. They will be checked and removed by
staff and volunteers from the ANBG. We would appreciate
your understanding in kindly not disturbing them. For
information on the project being undertaken, contact Tom
North, ANBG, ph 6250 9462”

Of course, Umbagong has a history of vandals doing damage, so hopefully that isn't
repeated. Also I wonder if the cockatoos might find it fun to rip bags off. We’ll
know the answers in a month.
……….
The collecting bags and signs were removed by ANBG on 17 Jan. No disturbance
from human or birds to the project was found. Estimate of 3 thousand seeds
collected in this bumper year for Tricoryne. The germination project using some of
the seeds will commence this year.
John
Convenor
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION
From the Australia Day Honours List
Frederick Peter Fawke, Dunlop ACT, for service to the community of
Canberra.
John Robert Ive, Flynn ACT, for service to the superfine woolgrowing
industry.
Glenys Patulny, Kambah ACT, for service to the community of
Tuggeranong.
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