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News from the Convenor  
As reported at last meeting, funding has been secured for this financial 
year and the contract has been signed for catchment management, 
Waterwatch and Frogwatch. Catchment management will focus on healthy 
waterways, supporting urban landcare groups and communication & 
education.  

The next members meeting on 26 August will focus on planning across the 
17 landcare groups, particularly where GCG can better support the groups. 
Staff from TCCS will also be attending meeting. We will also look at the 
geographic spread of landcare groups and examine opportunities to 
establish new groups. We will be working with Landcare ACT and the ACT 
Government on how we can maintain a secure funding in future years.  
I hope to provide you positive news on this in the future. 

Ginninderry North Belconnen (NSW) submissions were presented on 
Monday 29 July to the Yass Council. I presented the GCG Position as 
approved by the Executive in December 2017. The Council will make their 
decision in the coming months, prior to the matter being considered by 
the NSW Planning Department. 

I attended the planning workshop for the proposed Franklin Grassland on 
16 July. This site is an offset and funds are allocated for its conservation 
and management. GCG are working with Friends of Grasslands and the 
ACT Government on finalising the strategy. 

A CSIRO Ginninderra Field Station visit is planned for Tues 17 September. 
Numbers are limited, so please register your interest to the GCG office. 
(Contact details are at the end of this newsletter, or on the web.) 

Landcare ACT is focusing on the Landcare Awards and 30-year Celebration 
on Landcare, noting that Frogwatch was a focus story for the ACT. GCG 
was instrumental in arranging the site visits on 16 July for Sophie Taylor-
Price (Bob Hawke's grand-daughter): she is the new Landcare Australia 
Ambassador. A big ‘thank you’ to Karissa, Anke Maria and Bruno along 
with Wally and Paul Newall and daughter Jodie (at his property near 
Wallaroo Road). 

Thanks to all the volunteers for your commitment and enthusiasm in 
landcare. 

 Santo Lolicato, Convenor  

-------------------------------- 

News from the Executive Officer 

LANDCARE’s 30-YEARS ANNIVERSARY 
This year Landcare is celebrating a 30-year anniversary. In July 1989, 
Former Prime Minister Bob Hawke announced that the 1990s would be 
the decade of Landcare. Landcare was an unprecedented union between 
farmers and conservationists coming together to help look after the 
Australian landscape for the future. GCG and member groups are part of 
this history. Over the next six months GCG with Landcare ACT will 

The Waterwatch site on Ginninderra Creek at Kilby Homestead. 
Photo: Bruno Ferronato. 
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celebrate this milestone at a number of events. It is hoped that these 
events will broaden community engagement in caring for this catchment. 

GCG HOSTED SOPHIE TAYLOR-PRICE, LANDCARE’S  
30-YEAR ANNIVERSARY AMBASSADOR 
On 16 July, GCG worked with Landcare Australia to provide an opportunity 
for Sophie Taylor-Price, Bob Hawke’s granddaughter, to meet local 
landcarers prior to her announcement as Landcare’s 30-year Anniversary 
Ambassador. Sophie met with GCG members including rural landholders, 
urban landcarers, ParkCarers, Frogwatch and Waterwatch, as well as 
representatives from Landcare ACT and the ACT Government. The 
afternoon began at the rural property of Paul and Caroline Newall, who 
showcased the work they have undertaken on their property in erosion 
control, fox baiting, property planning/, weed control and revegetation. It 
concluded with a eucalypt cleansing ceremony, led by Wally Bell, at Gubur 
Dhaura, where the Mulanggang Aboriginal Landcare Group have been 
working. Reflecting on her grandfather’s announcement Sophie said: 
“30 years on, look what Landcare has achieved … Pop was so proud to be a 
part of Landcare – he called it a great Australian success story”. ABC’s 
7.30 Report filmed the event. The story, which focused on Sophie, can be 
seen here: https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/bob-hawke%E2%80%99s-
granddaughter-sophie-taylor-price/11325142 

WIN NEWS STORY ABOUT FROGWATCH AND LANDCARE 
Continuing the 30-year celebrations, WIN news attended Jarramlee Pond 
to develop a news story focussed on ACT and Region Frogwatch Program 
and Landcare in the ACT. Dr Maxine Cooper highlighted the critical nature 
of landcare in the ACT and the necessity on ongoing funding for 
maintaining ACT natural assets. See the Jarramlee Park Landcare Group’s 
report below.  

HOLDER WETLANDS OPEN DAY 
Landcare ACT celebrated the 30-year Landcare anniversary on Sunday, 
11 August 2019 at the new Holder wetlands, with about 200 people. The 
day included a Wetland interpretation walk, Frog calls demo, Waterwatch 
displays and waterbug ID. The event was a success with six local politicians 
attending along with strong community support, with all participating in a 
relaxed way. Photos at https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mzhm1rmMheG2Sk1Z6 
include one of Minister Gentleman cutting the cake. 

TCCS AND URBAN LANDCARE 
GCG is continuing to work with Transport Canberra and City Services 
(TCCS) to clarify roles and responsibilities regarding support for Urban 
Landcare Groups. A GCG working group has been developed to further this 
work and a document clarifying the issues has been drafted. A number of 
GCG member group representatives and staff also attended a meeting 
held by TCCS to increase collaborations. Staff from TCCS will be at the next 
GCG General Meeting(26 August) to hear from GCG members. 

FRANKLIN GRASSLANDS 
On 16 July, GCG presented at a workshop-in-the field at the Franklin 
Grasslands site (previously known as North Mitchell Grasslands). The site is 
a 20 ha reserve within a medium-density urban area, containing a 
medium-to-high quality Natural Temperate Grassland, a critically 
endangered ecological community. GCG are working with Friends of 
Grasslands (FOG) in developing a concept plan for this site to be a future 
conservation and recreation reserve as part of the Government’s offsets 
scheme.  

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM 
The Federal Government Community Environment Program has recently 
opened. This program recognises the work that local communities do in 
maintaining and improving Australia’s natural assets. As part of the 
Program, each federal electorate will receive up to $150,000 in grant 
funding. Grants can range from $2,500 to $20,000 per project and most of 
the funding must be directed to on-ground activities within the electorate 
of the nominating Member of Parliament. For more information see 
https://www.environment.gov.au/cep. Please contact Karissa if you have a 
project idea, as we will be liaising strongly with Andrew Leigh’s office on 
this (email landcare@ginninderralandcare.org.au). 

Karissa Preuss, Executive Officer 

-------------------------------- 
  

https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/bob-hawke%E2%80%99s-granddaughter-sophie-taylor-price/11325142
https://www.abc.net.au/7.30/bob-hawke%E2%80%99s-granddaughter-sophie-taylor-price/11325142
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mzhm1rmMheG2Sk1Z6
mailto:landcare@ginninderracatchment.org.au
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Waterwatch news 
IN OUR CATCHMENT – MARCH TO MAY  
(AUTUMN) 2019 
Probably the most unusual result we had this Autumn was the dry and hot 
April (Figs. 1 and 2). There were only two days of rain in April (0.2 and 
9.4 mm), and temperatures equal to or higher than 25°C occurred on 
14 days that month. On the other hand, it was good to see a bit more rain 
during March and May, with 12 days of rain and more than 10 mm on 
three occasions in March (10.1 mm, 14.6 mm and 38.6 mm), and 9 days of 
rain with two occasions of more than 10 mm in May (22.0 and 13.4 mm). 
Let’s hope these rainy days will help to maintain water levels in our creeks 
and dams.   

 
Fig. 1. Monthly rainfall in 
northern Canberra,  
Mar – May 2019. 
 
 

 

Fig. 2. Mean maximum 
temperature in northern 
Canberra, Mar–May 2019. 

 

Although several urban stormwater ponds tend to retain their water levels 
throughout drying periods, that’s not always the case. McKellar Wetlands 
(MCW002) has been experiencing a drop in water levels and an increase in 
turbidity, with records moving from ‘fair’ to the ‘poor’ range (30, 55 and 
70 NTU). On the other hand, it’s still good to see ‘excellent’ levels of 
electrical conductivity in such receding waters (30 µS/cm). Fig. 3 shows the 
ranges for each category of water quality.  

A fact to help us remember how low the flow has been in the Yass region, 
despite some rainy days in March and May, is that water levels recorded 
by our volunteers during sampling weekends were considered ‘low’ or 
worse (‘Dry/Isolated pool’) in 89% of their records.  

Fig. 3. Threshold values for water quality in the ACT Waterwatch program 
(Catchment Health Indicator Program – CHIP report). 

HEALTHY WATERWAYS UPDATE 

 
The ACT Healthy Waterways project has been completed and here are two 
videos about the projects involved: 
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The Waterwatch site at the 
stormwater pond in 
Harrison, ACT.  
Photo: Bruno Ferronato. 
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"Construction is complete on the wetlands, rain gardens and ponds built 
across #CBR as part of the $93.5 million ACT Healthy Waterways project. 
This will see an estimated reduction of 1.9 million kilos of pollutants from 
our lakes and waterways every year, as well as some great additions to our 
suburbs. #H2OK #onlyraindownthestormwaterdrain", 
https://www.facebook.com/EnvironPlan/videos/365464224173385/ 
“Healthy Waterways sites and infrastructure across the Canberra region”, 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/water/act-healthy-
waterways/healthy-waterways/sites 

PLATYPUS MONTH 
Surveys are currently underway (thanks everyone for coming to Coppins 
Crossing!). If you are interested in participating, please check the dates 
and locations here: 
http://www.act.waterwatch.org.au/Files/PLatypus/Platypus%20Month%2
02019.pdf, and get in touch with Woo: waterwatch@act.gov.au.  

Bruno Ferronato, Waterwatch Coordinator 

-------------------------------- 

Frogwatch news  
Hello Frogwatchers. I hope everyone is in a cosy spot!! 

While it feels quite cold at the moment, spring is just around the 
corner. Wattles have started flowering around town and I have 
spotted a few cherry flower buds emerging as well. 

The office is brimming with good vibes, thanks to the recent funding 
injection from the ACT Government.  

Frogwatch got some good coverage in the media over the past few weeks, 
in conjunction with the 30 years celebration of the Landcare movement. 
See https://mailchi.mp/landcareaustralia/landcare-in-focus-celebrating-
30-years-of-landcare?e=0961e5d91d (and the Jarramlee Park Landcare 
Group news below). 

What else is happening? 

Tadpole Kits for Schools Program – funded by Icon Water 
This year has broken all previous records. The 120 available kits were 
booked out in less than 72 hours!!! 62 Pre-, Primary- and High Schools are 
looking forward to a very exciting Term 4 with lots of Tadpole Fun!! 

FrogPhone – funded through an ACT Environment Grant 
Finally!! The manuscript has been submitted and is now in the hands of 
the reviewers. We hope that it will be accepted and published sometime 
soon in the academic journal called Methods in Ecology and Evolution, at 
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/2041210x.  
Keep your eyes (and ears) open for the publication, which is called: ‘The 
FrogPhone: A novel device for real-time frog call monitoring’, by Adrian 
Garrido Sanchis, Lorenzo Bertolelli, Anke Maria Hoefer, Marta Yebra 
Alvarez, and Kumudu Munasinghe.  

FrogCensus preparation 
This year’s Census week will be running from Sunday 20 October to 
Saturday 26 October. However, we do encourage frog monitoring 
throughout October!! 

If your Frogwatching skills have become a bit rusty over the years or if you 
have never done Frogwatching before come and join me at one of the 
training events at the Jerrabomberra Wetlands, on: Friday 27 September 
and Friday 18 October. The evening will start with the seminar from 6.00 
pm to 7.15pm, followed by the practical session from 7.15 pm to 8.30 pm.  

RSVPs are essential!! To book your place for a Seminar please go to 
https://jerrabomberrawetlands.org.au/events-and-activities/ 

Cost: $15 per person (children under 16 free). Numbers per seminar are 
limited to 30. Hot drinks, nibbles and a soup dinner will be provided. 

Please note: all seminars cover the same information – you only need to 
attend one.  

If you happen to live in the Cooma area, A training event will be run on 
Wednesday 16 October. Please confirm your spot by email to Antia 
Brademann, coomawaterwatch@gmail.com, or to 
frogwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au . 

I am aiming to have a booking list available online by the end of this month 
– a link will be available from the webpage and will also be sent out to all 
volunteers. Everyone with the link can enter their intended survey site(s) 
and date(s). This will avoid double-booking and will help to ensure that all 
important Frogwatch sites will be monitored. 

https://www.facebook.com/EnvironPlan/videos/365464224173385/
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/water/act-healthy-waterways/healthy-waterways/sites
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/water/act-healthy-waterways/healthy-waterways/sites
http://www.act.waterwatch.org.au/Files/PLatypus/Platypus%20Month%202019.pdf
http://www.act.waterwatch.org.au/Files/PLatypus/Platypus%20Month%202019.pdf
mailto:waterwatch@act.gov.au
https://mailchi.mp/landcareaustralia/landcare-in-focus-celebrating-30-years-of-landcare?e=0961e5d91d
https://mailchi.mp/landcareaustralia/landcare-in-focus-celebrating-30-years-of-landcare?e=0961e5d91d
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/2041210x
https://jerrabomberrawetlands.org.au/events-and-activities
mailto:coomawaterwatch@gmail.com
mailto:frogwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au
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More about this soon!!  

Now here’s a photo for you to 
enjoy!  

It’s a Frog Hotel, spotted outside 
the Noonbah station outhouse, 
where it was deployed to save a 
jillaroo who was scared of frogs in 
the dunny! 

Photo and caption: Kathy Eyles. 

 

 
Anke Maria Hoefer, Frogwatch Coordinator 

 

News from the  
Catchment Member Groups 
MACGREGOR LANDCARE GROUP 
Macgregor 
Landcare Group 
had a welcome 
change from 
ongoing efforts at 
clearing the woody 
weeds along our 
patch of 
Ginninderra Creek. 
On National Tree 
Day we had a great 
get together planting 
many flowering shrubs to form understory and 
some biodiversity to existing stands of eucalyptus and casuarinas. Our aim 
is to continue to attract as many birds, insects and native bees as possible 
into our area.  

Thank you to TCCS staff for supplying the plants and to our enthusiastic 
team for getting them in the ground. 

Lyn Jenkins, Convenor 

SUTTON LANDCARE GROUP 
‘Protected and productive environments’ Tuesday 13 August  
On 13 August, Vanessa Whelan and Sue Bestow will come to the Sutton 
Landcare Group meeting to talk about the National Landcare Program. 
They both work for the Australian Government for the Department of the 
Environment and Water resources and, together with their colleagues, 
they are delivering the $1billion National Landcare Program (NLP). 

Their talk, titled ‘Protected and Productive Environments’, will focus on the 
agricultural component of the NLP. They will present some background 
information on the program, looking at Landcare’s journey so far, what it 
has achieved and what this next phase of the program is looking to deliver. 
They will discuss the two main elements of the NLP: the Regional Land 
Partnerships component, which is delivered through a network of 54 
Management Units nationally; and the Smart Farms component, which is 
currently supporting over 200 projects Australia-wide, and there are more 
to come.  

Their talk will also give examples of Landcare work being done locally and 
other work that is relevant to the Sutton area. There will also be plenty of 
opportunity to ask questions about Landcare. 
You are encouraged to attend and take this opportunity to talk to 
representatives of the government directly. 

The meeting will start at 7.30 pm at the Sutton Primary School. It will be 
followed by supper, an opportunity to ask questions, and to talk with 
other people from our community. All welcome. 

Arnold Dekker, Coordinator 

FRIENDS OF MOUNT PAINTER 
The last two months have seen Friends of Mount Painter doing our annual 
check on tree-guards round recent plantings. We have removed guards 
from plants that are robust enough to withstand hurtling kangaroos, or 
have died, and we have restored and more securely anchored guards for 
the plants that still need them. There’s also been a bit of weeding of 

Photo: Lyn Jenkins 
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weeds that look likely to overwinter and 
spring into action again once the weather 
warms up. Verbascum is still small enough 
to be satisfyingly easy to chip out. 

We recently added a few Early Wattles 
(Acacia genistifolia), sourced from 
Greening Australia, to a clump of shrubs 
and trees beside the summit path. It was 
hard digging and a good idea to have a 
crowbar to help (see photo). The seedlings 
join one lone Early Wattle bush that puts 
on a splendid display each winter, and we 
hope they will eventually add to that 
display. 

A vegetation plan for restoring trees and 
shrubs to Mount Painter was drawn up nearly 
20 years ago, and we have started the process of reviewing, as far as we 
can, how much has been achieved and where future efforts should be 
directed. David Hogg, who drew up the original plan, has agreed to help us 
and the rangers who look after the reserve consider the issues involved. 

Our next work party will be held on Sunday, 18 August from 9.30 amto 
1 pm. We will be weeding African Lovegrass along the edge of the reserve 
and mulching a recent planting with bark chips. Meet at the reserve 
entrance to the horse yards between 57 and 61 Mackellar Crescent, Cook. 

Sarah Hnatiuk, Convenor 
friends.of.mount.painter@gmail.com 

JARRAMLEE PARK LANDCARE 
Jarramlee Pond was the chosen venue for GCG and WIN News to do 
interviews with ACT Landcare Chair, Maxine Cooper and ACT Frogwatch 
Co-ordinator Anke Maria Hoefer for the 30th anniversary of Landcare. The 
item was shown on Wednesday evening 24 July. For those that missed it, it 
can still be seen on the WIN News Facebook page.  
To find it, just Google 'WIN TV news landcare ACT'.  

 

 

 

 
At our meeting on 23 July, Rod Ubrihien, from University of Canberra, 
spoke to us about the results of the Urban Water Research Project. Our 
group was joined by Caroline and Eric Wenger from Umbagong, and 
Rosemary Blemings from Mt Rogers. The research revealed that the older 
urban ponds in 'our patch', Jarramlee and Fassifern, are reducing nitrogen 
and phosphorus levels very efficiently, which was an unexpected and good 
result. The additional lowering of Jarramlee Pond after the research was 
finished was reported by myself and also by Rod Ubrihien. It was 
investigated and a small leak was discovered. The level is now stable.  

For National Tree Day, 28 July, we 
did our first planting (see photo) in 
the Floodway leading to Jarramlee 
Pond. After removing so many 
dead bushes over the last year it 
was a nice change to put plants 
back in: 10 Lomandra and 
10 Correa alba, supplied by TCCS. 
A good start. We plan to do more 
planting when the weather is not 
quite so cold! 

The Convenors meeting with TCCS was welcoming, with offers of 
assistance for volunteers, but a lot of questions remain. We expected 

All 4 photos: Pamela Fawke 

Photo: Sarah Hnatiuk 



7 
 

more of what Catchment members are required to do, or not, on TCCS 
land, and the requirement, or not, of registering with TCCS as volunteers. 
This still has to be addressed. Another meeting will be scheduled. There 
was some equipment on offer: grab sticks, first aid kits and large bags for 
weeds. I have acquired a couple of grab sticks for fishing rubbish from the 
edges of the ponds.  

We are having an early meeting on 18 August, at 7.30 pm, to do some 
forward planning before the GCG All Members meeting on the 26th, which 
will be a planning meeting. We have welcomed another new member as of 
our last meeting.  

Pamela Fawke, Convenor, ph. 62590759 

FRIENDS OF ARANDA BUSHLAND 
Our work parties are on the first Sunday of each month. Starting time is 8:30 am 
during daylight saving and 9 am the rest of the year. See our website for details: 
friendsofarandabushland.org.au  

The recent winter period has seen our group engaged in various hearty, 
warming projects, giving us a rest from the relentless weeding of the 
summer months. 

The steep tracks in the bushland have had their annual facelift, consisting 
of clearing out the diversionary rollovers which prevent the tracks 
becoming creekbeds. Another strenuous job has been cutting out large 
rogue hawthorns from the former rural lease blocks.  

We have 
constructed a 10 m 
x 10 m square 
fence, 1.8 m high 
and strengthened 
at the corners, to 
keep out the 
crowds of 
kangaroos (four 
times the 
recommended 
density) in our 
lower grassland. 
We are hoping to 
see a regrowth of native grasses such as kangaroo grass and spear grass 
inside this square.  

We have also put in a double line of stones across this grassland to 
delineate the route of the first section of our Frost Hollow to Forest walk. 
Previously this path was so ill-defined that people became lost. 

The installation of the beautiful new seat in 
the bushland near the powerlines has been 
completed, with a lot of help from ranger 
Marty, and we will officially open it on the 
1st of September, with a speech from our 
local federal member, Alicia Payne, and a 
grand morning tea.  

Although we missed out on an ACT 
Environment Grant for our proposed new 
walk through the woodland, we are working 
on clearing the track of fallen logs and other 
obstacles, and intend to re-apply for the 
grant next year. 

The photos, by Anthony Todd, our Photographic Curator, show our new 
kangaroo fence and a typical palatial morning tea. 

Jenny Andrews, Secretary, FOAB 

UMBAGONG LANDCARE GROUP 

On 31 July, the Canberra Times published what seems to be the ACT 
Government’s final position on the recurrent matter of a bridge (or not) 
near the stepping stones across Ginninderra Creek in Latham. See 
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6303988/a-million-dollar-
bridge-too-far-for-the-act-taxpayer/digital-subscription/ 

The article, ‘ACT government rules out bridge into Umbagong Park’ by 
Steve Evans, says: ‘The ACT government has ruled out building a bridge 
into Umbagong Park despite a long-running campaign by some local 
people. 

‘A spokesman said, "There is currently no plan to construct a bridge to 
replace the stepping stones over the Ginninderra Creek in Umbagong 
Park." 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6303988/a-million-dollar-bridge-too-far-for-the-act-taxpayer/digital-subscription/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6303988/a-million-dollar-bridge-too-far-for-the-act-taxpayer/digital-subscription/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/profile/848/steve-evans
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‘… the government says that there are other routes into the place and 
they are well sign-posted. 

‘ "When the Government consulted with the community on this, a letter 
drop including a survey and public meetings were held to discuss the 
stepping stones. The survey found that 80 per cent of the users did not 
want the stepping stones replaced….” 

‘… a bridge would have to be able to withstand a one in a hundred year 
flood and that would mean serious engineering and a cost of more than a 
million dollars.’ 

John Fitz Gerald, Group member 

GIRALANG POND LANDCARE GROUP 
It’s been a couple of busy months for the normally sleepy Giralang Pond 
Landcare Group. 

On 22 June Suzanne Orr sponsored a Community Clean up and BBQ Day at 
the pond. It was a very successful day with many, many bags of rubbish 
removed from the pond and surrounds by 30-plus people (see the photo 
below). A beneficial consequence of the community day was we saw a 
swelling in our volunteer numbers.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Recently lot of woody weeds and blackberries were removed by TCCS from 
around the pond, which proved a bit confronting for a few residents. So, 
with new & eager volunteers, we have embarked on a tree and shrub 
planting regime. 

On National Tree 
Planting Day (28 July) 
we held a tree planting 
event. Twenty-two 
people planted 50 
trees and shrubs along 
the banks of 
Ginninderra Creek: 
Acacia, Bursaria, 
Casuarina, Viminalis 
correa. These will be 
complemented with 
future planting of 
more of the smaller 
understorey plants.  

Thanks to Allan McLean who made the sourcing and supply of plants 
uncomplicated and easy and who also helped to plant them. Thanks again 
to Suzanne for following through with her commitment to the pond by 
helping to dig and plant. 

We are looking forward to the next planting round.  
Denise Kay, Convenor 

MURRAY COD IN YERRABI POND 
Ben Caddaye, writing in the Canberra Times, Friday 9 August (page 33) 
reports ‘Keen locals braving the cold are catching some superb Murray 
Cod after dark in Canberra’s urban lakes and ponds. Yerrabi Pond has 
produced a handful of hefty fish on lures, but patience is the key; it’s 
common to go hours or even days without a hit.’ 

Ann Milligan (GCG news ed) 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Opportunities around the region  
RESILIENT FARMING COMMUNITIES: Planning For Climate Uncertainty 
There are still tickets available for this forum.  
After the success of the Climate Conversation in Yass at the end of May 
last year, Boorowa Community Landcare group invite you to a forum 
empowering land-managers to make change. It will be at Boorowa Ex 
Services Club, 55 – 59 Pudman St, Boorowa, 2586. on Friday 16 August, 

Nat & Ray planting on National Tree Planting Day.  
Photo: Rosemary Blemings 

Photo: Rosemary Blemings 
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8.30–4.30,  

Themes/Topics of the day: 
• Maintaining health and wealth in dry times; 
• Decision making drivers in farm business; 
• Achieving profit and resilience in your business in a changing climate; 
• Financial, Ecological & Well-being benchmarks for success; 
• Managing land to leave in a better condition for the future; 
• Understanding behaviour and support to allow practice change. 

We have a unique group of speakers. There will be plenty of time for 
questions and discussion with presenters and local land managers, and 
stalls that support land and business solutions with resources to help 
make decisions. 

For more information and to buy a ticket ($20), see: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/resilient-farming-communities-
planning-for-climate-uncertainty-tickets-64771792174?&  

….. 

REVEGETATION FOR SMALL FARMS WORKSHOP 
Saturday 17 August, 9.30 am, Sutton 

Tickets at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/revegetation-for-small-
farms-workshop-tickets-65143913198  
(However, there seem to be very few left.) 

What helps to make a revegetation project on a small rural block work? 
Find out what options you have for growing new native trees and shrubs 
on your place and strategies for success. This workshop led by Owen 
Whitaker from Natural Capital will give you information to help bring your 
vision of a beautiful, diverse farm landscape to reality. 

Details at the Eventbrite site (url above).  

….. 

SOCIAL ART PARK PROJECT IN BELCONNEN TOWN CENTRE. 
Belconnen Community Service, in partnership with Wellspring 
Environmental Arts & Design, invite you to a meeting to discuss more arts 
and community engagement events as part of the Social Art Park Project 
in Belconnen Town Centre. 

Would you like to be part of a community team to revitalise a forgotten 
area of Belconnen, while encouraging participation in the arts? 

The hosts are looking for local heroes to continue to build on the success 
of the Social Art Park project. Help them bring life to the small park behind 
the Belconnen Library. Your ideas are wanted!  

Meet on 20 August at Belconnen Youth Centre, corner of Chandler St & 
Swanson St, Belconnen, from 6 til 7 pm. 

More information, ph. 6264 0200; email Rhiannon.arnold@bcsact.com.au  

Your links to Belconnen, arts, community and environmental and other 
related activity could help bring more life to this little park. 

This is an ArtsACT funded program 

….. 

NGUNAWAL AND NATIONAL CAPITAL STORIES OF BLACK MOUNTAIN: 
Saturday 31 August, 9.30 AM – 12.00 PM. 
Black Mountain is an important element of the landscape from deep time 
to today. It may be one of the better-known mountains in Australia 
because of research and studies done by CSIRO scientists and others. Join 
Wally Bell, Ngunawal Elder, and Mark Butz, environmental historian, as 
they talk about the Aboriginal, historic and natural heritage of Black 
Mountain.  

Ramble has some steep sections, rough uneven ground, and steps. 

Some books will be for sale. 

Meet: At the Caswell Drive eastern car park on mountain side. Drive from 
Belconnen Way southwards along Caswell Drive towards Glenloch 
Interchange, Woden or Tuggeranong. Note the yellow diamond shaped 
advisory sign showing access road on left, and the blue and white “P” sign 
for parking. Pull into the carpark carefully. Look for banners. 

Cost: Suggested donation of $5. 

Bring: Friends, water, snacks, sturdy shoes, hat, sun cream. 

Bookings essential: Places are limited. Please email your name and phone 
number to friendsofblackmountain@gmail.com, or phone Libby 
(6296 1936) or Linda (0437 298 711) so that you can be contacted if 
arrangements need to change (e.g. adverse weather). 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/resilient-farming-communities-planning-for-climate-uncertainty-tickets-64771792174?&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=eventpage
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/resilient-farming-communities-planning-for-climate-uncertainty-tickets-64771792174?&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=eventpage
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/revegetation-for-small-farms-workshop-tickets-65143913198
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/revegetation-for-small-farms-workshop-tickets-65143913198
mailto:Rhiannon.arnold@bcsact.com.au
mailto:friendsofblackmountain@gmail.com
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We look forward to seeing you there. 
Linda Beveridge, Convenor, Friends of Black Mountain 

….. 

WALK THE BORDER, ANTI-CLOCKWISE 
Registrations are open to join Conservation Council President Rod Griffiths 
in Walk the Border ACT. Rod is walking around the 306 km border of the 
ACT to raise funds for the Conservation Council. 

The walk will take 20 days from 5 to 24 October 2019, from Mulligans Flat, 
following the border in an anti-clockwise direction. Read more about the 
walk in this RiotAct article. 

Register at: https://conservationcouncil.org.au/walk-the-border/ for part 
or all of the walk, joining in from <1 day to 20 days.  
….. 

‘WHERE SONG BEGAN’ at Yass, Friday 23 August, 7.30 pm 
'Where Song Began’ is a musical celebration of Australia’s birds and how 
they shaped the world. You can buy your tickets online (see below). 

Inspired by leading ornithologist Tim Low’s award-winning book, this 50-
minute performance explores the Australian origins of song, ‘the birds that 
can sing’. Such is their evolutionary significance, ‘one may ask whether 
human music would have reached the heights it has, had the first songbird 
not sung in an Australian rainforest.’ 

Accessible for all ages, this work encourages the audience to contemplate 
the origin of song and the importance of Australia's rich and colourful bird 
history. The program includes music spanning 300 years, from Johann 
Heinrich Schmelzer and J.S. Bach to Arvo Pärt and new Australian works, 
enhanced by a film of evocative visual projections, and an immersive 
soundscape. 

The performance on Friday 23 August at 7.30 pm in the Yass Memorial Hall 
is part of an ongoing tour of over 50 concerts around regional Australia. It 
includes a Q&A.  

ABC Radio National Feature: 
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/where-song-
began/9811914  

About the performers: Simone Slattery was recently awarded a PhD in 
Music Performance from the University of Adelaide and performs regularly 
with Australia’s finest ensembles. Anthony Albrecht is an Australian 
graduate of The Juilliard School’s Historical Performance program and is 
now based in London. 

For tickets and info, visit www.wheresongbegan.com 
….. 

FLOWER PICKERS FOR EVERLASTING DAISIES AT TILBA TILBA 
Kathryn at Mountain View Farm, Tilba Tilba NSW, is looking for flower 
pickers for native everlasting daisies in August (immediately) and 
September. Caravan accommodation and a recently renovated toilet and 
shower block are provided free of charge. A link to the flowers from last 
year is here https://mountainviewfarm.com.au/everlasting-daisies. 

The farm is near Gulaga National Park and the Gulaga (Mount Dromedary 
walking trail) and has a wide range of flora and fauna including temperate 
rainforest. It is also close to beaches including Mystery Bay. The 
temperature is much warmer than Canberra (up to 20 C) and has amazing 
views and beautiful surrounds. 

Please phone Kathryn on 0423 025 686 if you are interested. 
….. 

MURRUMBATEMAN LANDCARE GROUP MEETING AHEAD 
‘Landscape planning for planting - what to plant where?’  
Ask your questions now! for Thursday 5 September 7.00 pm 
Our members and the wider community very frequently ask for advice 
regarding suitable native plantings for their properties or on public land. 
The September MLG meeting will aim to answer some of these questions 
through a discussion format led by plant ecologist Sue McIntyre. 

Many MLG members have long experience with planting in our district and 
they will contribute on the night with their expertise, relating their 
successes and lessons learned. 

We’re advertising the meeting with plenty of notice in the hope that some 
members with burning questions, or complex issues to address in their 
planting plans, or who might not make it to the night, or who just want to 
make sure they get an answer on the night, will send in their questions 
ahead of time. This will enable more considered responses to be provided 
on the night, and hopefully not too much follow-up left over after the 

https://conservationcouncil.org.au/wp-content/plugins/civicrm/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=10792&qid=498961
https://conservationcouncil.org.au/walk-the-border/
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/where-song-began/9811914
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/where-song-began/9811914
http://www.simoneslattery.com/
http://www.anthonyalbrecht.com/
http://www.wheresongbegan.com/
https://mountainviewfarm.com.au/everlasting-daisies
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night (when the whole group won’t get to hear the answers!). 

But still come along with questions on the night (that will keep Sue and the 
old hands in the room on their toes). Or come to lend your experience to 
the discussion, or just to listen, so when find you do have a planting issue 
you can say aha! Send questions to bob.mccoll.bm@gmail.com  

 
 

Ginninderra Catchment Group connects, supports and leads 
local communities to improve the health of Ginninderra Creek 
and surrounding environments. 

ACT and Region Frogwatch Program and the Ginninderra and 
Yass components of Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch 
operate from the GCG office.  
Email landcare@ginninderralandcare.org.au  

Website: https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/ 
Office: Kippax Health Centre, Holt. Phone: 02 6278 3309 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Ginninderra Catchment Group, Frogwatch and 

Waterwatch (Ginninderra Ck & Yass R) are 
grateful for support from the  

ACT Government, Landcare ACT and  
ACT Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatc

mailto:bob.mccoll.bm@gmail.com
mailto:landcare@ginninderralandcare.org.au
https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/
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