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This report is based on data collected by trained FrogWatch volunteers and their survey 
buddies during FrogTober 2022. Thanks for being passionate about frogs, your local 
environment and making a difference! 

Funding to the ACT and Region FrogWatch Program is provided by the ACT Government and 
Icon Water. 

A special shout goes out to Will Osborne for supporting the program with scientific guidance. 

This report was written and produced by: 

Anke Maria Hoefer, FrogWatch ACT and Region Coordinator, Ginninderra Catchment Group 

²ƻƻ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ, Waterwatch Regional Facilitator 

Isobel Booksmythe, Data Management 

bŀǘ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Maps 

Kath Kovac, Copyeditor 

Please refer to our online resource page to find out more about the FrogWatch program, its 
objectives, and the materials and methods used for data collection: 
https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/FrogWatch/  

The Canberra Nature Map provides outstanding database support to the FrogWatch program. 
Find all the local FrogWatch data at: https://FrogWatch-act.naturemapr.org/ 

To be alerted about upcoming events, follow Ginninderra Catchment GroupΩǎ social media 
posts and newsletters. 

Cover photos: FrogWatch fun 2022 

Frog species photos were kindly provided by Peter Ormey and John Wombey. 

All other images courtesy of FrogWatch ACT except where noted. 

Weather information was obtained from: https://tinyurl.com/4huyvbdz 

https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/FrogWatch/
https://frogwatch-act.naturemapr.org/
https://tinyurl.com/4huyvbdz
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CǊƻƎ²ŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ navel gazing 

 
Limnodynastes tasmaniensis in Orroral Valley 

Litoria verreauxii juvenile contemplating its biggest meal ever 
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FrogWatch 2022 highlights 

The ACT and Region FrogWatch Program (FrogWatch) is run by the Ginninderra Catchment 
Group. FrogWatch has been engaging volunteers since 2002 to monitor, restore and protect 
local frog habitat, and to raise awareness about frogs and their plight. The program covers the 
ACT and its surrounding NSW region, from Cooma in the south to Gundaroo in the north, and 
from the Cotter River in the west to Captains Flat in the east. 

The first half of 2022 was busy with finalising the Landcare Led Bushfire Recovery Project, 
monitoring frog populations in bushfire-affected areas in the southern ACT. The ongoing wet 
conditions made road access very sketchy and most sites were only accessible by foot or bike. 

 

 

Extreme survey conditions night and day for Keyama-Mio Hoefer-Dunne, Naas Fire Trail 

Mid-winter is always a wonderful time to tune into our local frogs. Walk & Talk sessions in west 
Belconnen and the inner north taught participants how to identify the calls of our winter-
breeding frogs, Crinia signifera and Litoria verreauxii, while sipping on hot chocolate and 
watching the stars. A range of school education sessions taught learners of all ages about the 
wonderful world of frogs and their important role in our local environment. 
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August is Platypus Month, and for the third time FrogWatch assisted with running the dusk and 
dawn surveys at Coppins Crossing. Volunteers became citizen scientists as they gave their full 
attention to the mighty Ornithorhynchus anatinus. Hooked by the fun experience, many signed 
up to become a FrogWatcher as well! Once a citizen scientist, always a citizen scientist! 

Frog Lessons for Wellbeing offered four nature-based adventures after dark 
throughout September to relax and recharge in a truly ribbit-ing way. The 
booked-out series was co-hosted with the [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ !/¢Ωǎ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
Nature program, headed by the glorious Sally Holliday. Froggy Facts After Dark 
for bright young things (Gungahlin), Frogs Up Late for grown-ups (Hackett), 
and Froggy Fun After Dark for families (Farrer, Ginninderry) were so popular 
that they will be repeated in 2023. Participants of the Hackett event ear-
witnessed the first record of a Limnodynastes peronii for the Mt Majura dam. 

Of cause, the annual FrogCensus each October is the most important event in 
the frog year. After many years of practise, it is running like a well-oiled machine and almost 
100% of all sites were monitored during the 2022 FrogTober. More details are in the summary 
below. 

Frogspawn 

From mid-October onwards it was frogs at night and tadpoles all day. During Term 4 of the 
2022 school year, over 100 classes at 58 schools took part in the annual Tadpole Kits for Schools 
Program, funded by Icon Water. The wet and cooler weather and the lack of sunshine caused 
slower growth rates for the tadpoles. Many teachers rose to the challenge and used heat mats 
or lamps, tank heaters and even hot water bottles to keep the taddies warm and cruising along 
into adulthood. At the end of Term 4, many fat and juicy tadpoles in various stages of 
development and 33 beautiful froglets were released at the spawn collection site. 

Why did the frog cross the road? Its cousin toad it to. 
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Limnodynastes tasmaniensis in Orroral Valley 

PAI200 Mount Painter Bottom Dam, Photo: Sarah Hnatiuk 

ORR054 Orroral Valley Site 
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FrogCensus 2022 summary 
One of the main outputs of the FrogWatch program is to facilitate community engagement 
through FrogTober. This involves monitoring frog populations at local wetlands and waterways 
throughout October, 2002ς2022. The annual FrogCensus report provides an overview of the 
distribution of our local frog species, particularly in the urban setting, and aims to detect 
change over time. Our strong partnership with Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch enables 
these two highly successful citizen science programs to better inform the management of our 
aquatic habitats and creatures within them. 

 
MTC051 Boboyan Road Bridge 

In September, two FrogWatch training events were run at the Jerrabomberra Wetlands to 
attract new volunteers and allow previously trained FrogWatchers to brush up on their skills. 
The more recent addition of an online booking sheet eliminated overbooked or overlooked 
sites. It also allowed seasoned FrogWatchers first dibs to claim their favourite spot(s), while 
new volunteers could choose as many or as few of the 45 unclaimed sites as they wanted. 

All Cooma sites were adopted by their previous observers, so no training event was required. 
Weekly newsletters kept all active FrogWatchers informed and engaged. 

 

ORR010 Orroral Valley site 

A total of 457 FrogCensus surveys were submitted for 216 of the 227 active FrogWatch sites. 
The majority of the 11 unsurveyed sites are located in remote areas where wet weather 
conditions prohibited safe access. Sites were visited between one and seven times during 
FrogTober, with an average of 2.12 visits per site. The number of adopted sites and site visits 
per volunteer (or team) ranged between a single site and two surveys to 11 sites and a 
whopping 24 surveys. 
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See species distribution maps for site locations and Appendix A for site codes, names and 
locations. Appendix B lists all 2022 FrogCensus volunteers. Appendix C lists the scientific and 
common names of each species of frog found in the FrogCensus. 

Site diversity 
A high diversity of frog species at a survey site can indicate the presence of a wide range of frog 
habitat features. Identifying these high-value sites and their species-specific habitat provision 
informs better planning and management decisions about frog conservation. 

Out of 216 surveyed sites, only seven had no frogs. Apart from site FBM100 ς a highly isolated 
dam ς all of these sites are creeks or rivers. These were moderate to fast flowing during the 
surveys, and therefore did not provide the preferred breeding conditions for our local frogs. 
The sites were COT010, Cotter @ Vanitys; COT100, Cotter Campground; FBM100, Glenloch 
Interchange dam; FGC031, Ginninderra Ck/Gooromon Ponds; FGC090, Ginninderra Ck; FMC020, 
QBN River @ Barracks; and GIN024, Umbagong Stepping Stones. 

At the remaining 209 sites, 1640 frog sightings were recorded. With the exclusion of the Ψno-
frogΩ sites, an average species richness of 4.29 per site and 3.80 per survey was detected. Both 
values represent the highest ever detection rates in any FrogCensus since 2002. The total 
number of species detected at each site is shown in Figure 1. 

 

 
Figure 1: Frog diversity (number of species) across all survey sites (n=216), October 2022 

The highest number of species at a FrogWatch site was eight, which was detected at three sites: 
FMC210, Mt Majura Dam 2; LDM100, Lookout Dam Holt; and STP100, Strathnairn Main Pond. 
Fifteen other sites had seven species, including FOR001, which also had seven species in 2020 
and 2021. 
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Species detected 
Some sites were monitored more often than others. This might cause particular species to be 
over-represented in the results. Therefore, the detection of each species is presented per 
individual site, rather than per survey (Figure 2). 

As in 2021, 10 species were detected during the 2022 FrogCensus. Nine species were the same 
across the two years. The tenth species in 2021 had been Neobatrachus sudellae (last detection 
in 2020), whereas in 2022 it was Lit. lesueuri (last detection in 2019). 

As in all previous years, the three most frequently detected species were C. signifera, 
C. parinsignifera and Lim. tasmaniensis. 

The detection rates of Lit. verreauxii, Lit. peronii, Uperoleia laevigata and Lim. dumerilii have 
increased annually over the past three years, and were higher than any previous year since 
2002. This may indicate a post-drought recovery of these species. 

Lit. latopalmata and Lit. lesueuri were least encountered. In the ACT, Lit. latopalmata is 
associated with the Murrumbidgee River and was found at CCG050, Double Dam; CGG100, 
Woodland Dam (both in the Ginninderry Conservation Corridor); and LDM100, Lookout Dam 
Holt. Lit. lesueuri was only detected at FTD120, Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, Board Walk. This 
was the first recording of this species at the reserve since commencing frog surveys there in 
2003. 

 
Figure 2: Percentage of sites (n=216) where a species was detected (actual site number written 
above each bar) 
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Importantly, out of the eight more commonly encountered species, seven had either their 
highest or their second-highest ever detection rate in any FrogCensus since 2002 (see individual 
species reports). Highest: C. parinsignifera, C. signifera, Lim. peronii, Lim. tasmaniensis, and Lit. 
verreauxii; second-highest: Lit. peronii, U. laevigata. 
 

Temperature check by volunteer Antje Brademann 

Pond and habitat conditions 
The year 2022 marked the second La Niña in a row, which brought up to an 80% increase in 
average rainfall across the ACT (BOM, 2023). This kept ponds full, the surrounding landscape 
saturated and vegetation growing at a rate of knots. At times, creeks turned into fast-flowing 
rivers. Cooma even experienced flash flooding in the middle of the FrogCensus. However, the 
availability and persistence of water in the landscape provided excellent frog-breeding 
conditions at most survey sites (Figure 3). 

 
Figure 3: Pond conditions (water level) at survey sites, October 2022 
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Middle Creek on Old Boboyan Road 

 

FGC091 Billabong at MacGregor 

Race against time to get to the Orroral Valley sites  
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Individual species results 
The following pages show the findings of the 2022 FrogCensus on a species level. This includes 
graphs showing the number of sites where a species was detected versus the total number of 
sites surveyed throughout October, since monitoring commenced in 2002. 

The habitat preference of each species is briefly described and an accompanying map shows its 
distribution. Please note that each map shows all surveyed FrogWatch sites. Green circles 
represent sites where a species was present and yellow circles where the species was absent. 

Species information was obtained from Hoefer, A.M. and D. Starrs (2016): One pond fits all? 
Frogs as an indicator of urban wetland health. Final Report to Upper Murrumbidgee 
Waterwatch. Ginninderra Catchment Group, Canberra (https://tinyurl.com/waterwatch-2016). 

Species information for Lit. latopalmata and Lit. lesueuri was obtained from Lintermans, M. and 
W. Osborne (2002): Wet and wild: a field guide to the freshwater animals of the Southern 
Tablelands and High Country of the ACT and NSW. 

 

 
Litoria verreauxii juvenile 
 

 
MTC100 Old Boboyan Road 
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Plains Froglet ς Crinia parinsignifera 
ω IƛƎƘƭȅ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ 
ω /ƻƭƻǳǊ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ from light to dark 
ω .ŀŎƪ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǇŀǘǘŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
  raised in longitudinal stripes and bumps 
ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ Ґ нрς30 mm 
ω /ŀƭƭ Ґ ! ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻǳǘ άǿǿǊǊŜŜŜŜŜƪƪέΣ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

The Plains Froglet C. parinsignifera is often associated with logs and rocks and can be observed 
sheltering in large numbers in such habitat. This species is a generalist, highly adaptable to 
disturbed and altered landscapes and has a broad range of breeding habitats. 

In our region this species is widespread but can only be found below 800 m altitude. In this 
species, as in C. signifera, large numbers of individuals can often be found hiding under the 
same log or rock to escape the heat of the day and dry conditions. In the October 2022 
FrogCensus C. parinsignifera was recorded during 294 surveys and at 148 sites. This represents 
its highest ever recorded presence since 2002, for the second year in a row. 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Number of sites where Crinia parinsignifera was detected vs total number of sites 
surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2022 

Opposite page: Figure 5: Distribution of Crinia parinsignifera during the 2022 FrogCensus. 
Yellow circles = species absent, green circles = species present 
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Common Eastern Froglet ς Crinia signifera 
ω IƛƎƘƭȅ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŜȅ-brown to reddish 
ω /ŀƴ ōŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ƻǊ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ 
ω ¦ƴŘŜǊǎƛŘŜ ƎǊŀƴǳƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭƻǘŎƘŜǎ 
ω [ŜƴƎǘƘΥ нрς30 mm 
ω /ŀƭƭΥ ƘƛƎƘ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ άŎǊƛŎƪΦΦŎǊƛŎƪΦΦŎǊƛŎƪΦΦŎǊƛŎƪέ 

 
Similar to C. parinsignifera, the Common Eastern Froglet C. signifera is a generalist species 
preferring open and disturbed areas. It also likes natural and constructed water bodies and has 
a preference for larger ponds with shallow edges. 

This species is true to its name ς very common and widespread. It is one of few species in our 
region that can be heard calling throughout the day, and it is one of only two local species 
starting to call in winter (the other being Lit. verreauxii). In the October 2022 FrogCensus, 
C. signifera was recorded during 379 surveys and at 195 sites. This represents its highest ever 
recorded presence since 2002, for the third year in a row. 

 

 

Figure 6: Number of sites where Crinia signifera was detected vs total number of sites surveyed 
throughout October, 2002ς2022 

Opposite page: Figure 7: Distribution of Crinia signifera during the 2022 FrogCensus. Yellow 
circles = species absent, green circles = species present 
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Eastern Banjo Frog or Pobblebonk ς Limnodynastes dumerilii 
ω DǊŜȅ-brown with a large glandular stripe 
  running from the top of the shoulder to the mouth 
ω .ƭƻǘŎƘŜŘ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ōƻŘȅ 
ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ Ґ ǳǇ ǘƻ ур mm 
ω /ŀƭƭ Ґ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ άōƻƴƪέ ƻǊ άǘƘǳƴƪέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
 

The Eastern Banjo Frog/Pobblebonk Lim. dumerilii prefers ponds with lots of structural 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǊƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ җмлha. With increasing 
distance from a reserve, the likelihood of detecting this species decreases. In the ACT region, 
this species is widespread below 1200 m. In the October 2022 FrogCensus, Lim. dumerilii was 
recorded during 120 surveys and at 75 sites. The highest detection rate for this species was 
recorded in 2016, which was followed by a sharp decline in 2017. Over the past five years this 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ presence at FrogWatch sites has shown a slight but steady annual increase, and in 2022 
reached its second-highest recorded presence since 2002. 

 

 

Figure 8: Number of sites where Limnodynastes dumerilii was detected vs total number of sites 
surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2022 

Opposite page: Figure 9: Distribution of Limnodynastes dumerilii during the 2022 FrogCensus. 
Yellow circles = species absent, green circles = species present 
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Striped Marsh Frog ς Limnodynastes peronii 
ω 5ƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊƪ ōǊƻǿƴ ǎǘǊƛǇŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǊǎŀƭ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ 
ω {ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƎƭŀƴŘǳƭŀǊ ǎǘǊƛǇŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ 
ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ Ґ тл mm 
ω /ŀƭƭ Ґ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ repeated άǘƻŎƪέ 
 

 
The Striped Marsh Frog Lim. peronii prefers well-vegetated ponds. In waterways where the 
predatory Eastern Mosquitofish Gambusia holbrooki is present, reeds may provide important 
tadpole refuge from this introduced fish. Lim. peronii is less common in our region and often 
occurs in localised populations, mostly in the northern ACT. In the October 2022 FrogCensus, 
Lim. peronii was recorded during 86 surveys and at 53 sites. This represents its highest ever 
recorded presence since 2002, for the third year in a row. 

 

 

Figure 10: Number of sites where Limnodynastes peronii was detected vs total number of sites 
surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2022 

Opposite page: Figure 11: Distribution of Limnodynastes peronii during the 2022 FrogCensus. 
Yellow circles = species absent, green circles = species present 
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Spotted Grass Frog ς Limnodynastes tasmaniensis 
ω .ƭƻǘŎƘŜŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǊƪ ϧ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ 
ω hŦǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ǎǘǊƛǇŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎǇƛƴŜ 
ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ Ґ ǳǇ ǘƻ рл mm 
ω /ŀƭƭ Ґ άǳŎƪΣ ǳŎƪΣ ǳŎƪέ 
 

The Spotted Grass Frog Lim. tasmaniensis is a generalist with very few marked habitat 
preferences. This species needs emergent vegetation to attach their egg masses to, and has 
shown a strong preference for fish-free ponds. Lim. tasmaniensis is widespread below 900 m in 
our region and was the second-most commonly encountered frog in 2022. Due to its call, it is 
often referred to as the Ψmachine gun frogΩ. Like all members of the genus Limnodynastes, 
females of this species produce foamy egg masses, often attached to floating or emerging 
aquatic vegetation. In the October 2022 FrogCensus, Lim. tasmaniensis was recorded during 
312 surveys and at 167 sites. This represents its highest ever recorded presence since 2002, for 
the second year in a row. 

 

 

Figure 12: Number of sites where Limnodynastes tasmaniensis was detected vs total number of 
sites surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2022 

Opposite page: Figure 13: Distribution of Limnodynastes tasmaniensis during the 2022 
FrogCensus. Yellow circles = species absent, green circles = species present 



24 | P a g e 
 



25 | P a g e 
 

Broad-palmed Frog ς Litoria latopalmata 

ω Small toe discs 
ω Light grey or brown 
ω Brown stripe from the snout to above the shoulder 
ω White bar in front of the eye 
ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ Ґ 30ς45 mm 
ω /ŀƭƭ Ґ repeated, duck-like quacking "yap, yap, yap, yap, yap.." 

 
Little is known about the habitat preferences of this species. It is only found along parts of the 
Murrumbidgee River and some larger tributaries between Kambah Pool (ACT) and Lake 
Burrinjuck (NSW). It occupies wetlands and stream-side pools in forests, heathlands, grasslands 
and cleared pastures. In the October 2022 FrogCensus, Lit. latopalmata was recorded during 
five surveys and at three sites, which are all located near Holt, and between 750 and 2000 m 
from the Murrumbidgee River. Two sites were newly added to the FrogCensus in 2022. 

 

 

Figure 14: Number of sites where Litoria latopalmata was detected vs total number of sites 
surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2022 

Opposite page: Figure 15: Distribution of Litoria latopalmata during the 2022 FrogCensus. 
Yellow circles = species absent, green circles = species present 
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