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Lim. tasmaniensis, MAW100 @ Mawson Ponds, photo by L Skeels  

 
Lit. peronii, LDM100 @ Lookout Dam, photo by C Froehlich   

 
Lim. tasmaniensis, NAD034 @ Cork Oak Dam, Arboretum, photo by T Dixon-Jain 

  
C. parinsignifera, NAD036 @ Larch Dam, Arboretum, photo by T Dixon-Jain 
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Lim. tasmaniensis, JER020 @ Jerrabomberra Creek, Royalla Drive, photo by A Whitby  

 
Lit. peronii, LDM100 @ Lookout Dam 

 
C. signifera, NAD034 @ Cork Oak Dam, Arboretum, photo by T Dixon-Jain 

 
COO350 @ Cooma Creek, Northridge, photo by L Jenkins        

 



4 | P a g e 
 

This report is based on data collected by trained FrogWatch volunteers and their survey 
buddies during the FrogTober 2025 Frog Census. Thanks for being passionate about frogs, 
your local environment and for making a difference! 

The ACT and Region FrogWatch Program is funded by the ACT Government. Icon Water 
supports the much-loved annual Project Metamorph, or Tadpole Kits for Schools program.  

A special thank you goes to Will Osborne for always being there. 

 

This report was written and produced by: 
Anke Maria Hoefer, FrogWatch ACT and Region Coordinator, Ginninderra Catchment Group 
Isobel Booksmythe, Data Management 
Kath Kovac, Copyeditor 
bŀǘ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Maps  

Please refer to our online resource page to find out more about the FrogWatch program, its 
objectives, and the materials and methods used for data collection: 
https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/FrogWatch/  

 

To be alerted about upcoming events, follow Ginninderra Catchment GroupΩǎ social media 
posts and newsletters (https://ginninderralandcare.org.au). 

Cover photos: 2025 FrogWatchers in action- thanks for the many lovely action shots! 

All other images courtesy of ACT and Region FrogWatch except where noted. 

Weather information was obtained from: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/season/act/summary.shtml  
 
 

 
Lim. tasmaniensis action stations, ORR010 @ Orroral Valley Treatment Pond  

 
Lim. peronii, CFR300 @ Molonglo off Captains Flat Road  

https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/FrogWatch/
https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/season/act/summary.shtml
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The full Harvest Moon at MFL013 @ SE Dam Mulligans Flat, photo by A Lynch  
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FrogWatch 2025: Program delivery and engagement  

FrogWatch is an award-winning citizen science program run by the Ginninderra Catchment 
Group and funded by the ACT Government and Icon Water. Since 2002, FrogWatch has 
engaged volunteers to monitor, restore and protect frog habitat, while raising awareness 
about frogs and the many pressures they face. The program spans the ACT and surrounding 
NSW region: from Cooma in the south to Gundaroo in the north, and from the Cotter River 
in the west to Captains Flat in the east. 

A cornerstone of the program is FrogTober, our much-loved annual event that encourages 
communities to head out to wetlands and waterways after dark, armed with headtorches 
and keen ears, to listen for frogs and record their calls. FrogTober plays a vital role in 
monitoring frog populations in the Capital region, particularly in urban landscapes. Before 
diving into the census results, the following highlights capture the many other ways 
FrogWatch stayed busy throughout 2025. 

Beyond the Census: a very busy FrogWatch year 

Workshops, school programs, public talks and frog ponds made 2025 a bumper year for 
FrogWatch. 

A series of How to create frog-friendly habitat workshops across 
Canberra (funded by the ACT Government) offered a hands-on 
twist: participants rolled up their sleeves, got muddy and built 
real frog ponds. Many hands made light work, with plenty of 
laughter along the way (see Ribbits of Praise, page 8). A 
complementary list of locally suitable plants for ponds and bog 
gardens is available here. 

Perfectly timed with these workshops, FrogWatch released the !/¢Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-
ever frog habitat brochure (also funded by the ACT Government). This 
practical new resource supports volunteers, schools and community 
members to create and improve frog-friendly spaces, from backyard ponds 
to school grounds, and has proven a valuable companion to the hands-on 
sessions. 

School visits and community talks (funded by the 
ACT Government) were hopping with interest ς 
so much so that demand exceeded capacity by 
several frog-hops.  

During National Science Week, things went 
completely frog-mad with a sold-out Science in 
and out of the Pub event at the Polish Club. 
Curious minds of all ages dove into ribbiting presentations on frogs, 
fungus and funky metals (supported by an ACT Science Week Grant). 
Read up on the fascinating topic here. 

FrogWatch and its volunteers continued to support the University of 
Canberra research team, led by Professor Simon Clulow, in their 
efforts to reintroduce the Green and Golden Bell Frog to the ACT. 
This nationally significant conservation project represents a major 
step forward for threatened frog recovery, and FrogWatch 
volunteers were proud to contribute to its ongoing success. 

https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Plant-list-for-frog-habitat.pdf
https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/FrogWatch-Frogs-in-your-garden-habitat-guide-2025.pdf
https://ginninderralandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/FrogWatch-Frogs-in-your-garden-habitat-guide-2025.pdf
https://www.scienceinpublic.com.au/other/science-week-case-studies-3


7 | P a g e 
 

FrogWatch also continued to support Upper Murrumbidgee 
WaterǿŀǘŎƘΩǎ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ aƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ 
along the Molonglo River and at the Jerrabomberra Wetlands. This 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
most iconic species (2025 Platypus report). 

In the midst of this, Anke Maria was crowned the ACT 
Environmental Educator of the year by the  Australian Association 
for Environmental Education (ACT chapter).  

Project Metamorph, the annual tadpole-to-froglet race (funded by 
Icon Water), delivered hands-on learning to 115 school classes, 
including childcare centres, homeschools, learning support units 
and high schools. Around 40% of participants successfully raised 
their spotted marsh frog tadpoles to froglets (with or without tails), while a 
further 30% reached the two-leg stage, many with front legs poised to pop 
at any moment ς an excellent outcome all round. 

True to form, FrogWatch finished the year with a big (colour) splash: our 
first-ŜǾŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ The Great Frog Choir (funded by the ACT 
Government), went to print and is set for an official launch in March 2026. 

All activities were widely shared through social media, articles and radio, 
including radio interviews and a podcast appearance (Citizen Science Show: 
Saving One Frog at a Time). 

FrogWatch 2025 at a glance 

¶ 6 school visits and talks 
¶ 2 talk-and-walk sessions 
¶ 6 public talks to community groups 
¶ 7 community events 
¶ 4 FrogCensus training events 
¶ Numerous networking and partnership meetings 
¶ 4 radio interviews (including one podcast) 
¶ Strong and sustained social media engagement 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks to M & L Butz (middle, right) for donating an 
old bathtub and L Hoefer-Dunne (left) for delivering it to the 
Canberra Environment Centre, where it will soon leap into a 
new life as a frog pond! 

 

A huge thank you to all our FrogWatch volunteers! 
Your enthusiasm, dedication and good humour keep 
the program (and its coordinator-ess!) hopping along, 
even in challenging and competitive funding 
conditions.  

https://www.act.waterwatch.org.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/2932975/Platypus-Month-report-Aug-2025.pdf
https://www.aaee.org.au/about/
https://www.aaee.org.au/about/
https://shows.acast.com/citizen-science-show/episodes/115-anke-maria-hoefer-frogwatch-frog-saunas-ginninderra-catc
https://shows.acast.com/citizen-science-show/episodes/115-anke-maria-hoefer-frogwatch-frog-saunas-ginninderra-catc
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Ribbits of Praise   

Here is what our volunteers had to say ς full of enthusiasm, mud, and a whole lot of 
frog love! 

Cristy Froehlich, professional photographer and nature lover: 
Frogs from Ginninderry 10 Oct 2025 

Hi FrogWatch, I was lucky enough to join Anke Maria and Mary (Ginninderry) on Friday 
night and was blown away. I now have a copy of Frogs in your pocket, a page of notes 
and a growing library of frog images! THANK YOU!!! Frogs are new to me, so this has 
been a truly delightful experience. Having only captured frogs on camera in Costa Rica, 
LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ǘŀŘ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
frogs living in my very own backyard ς but now I have and the 
journey has begun! I look forward to finding more frogs and 
recording my findings.  Thank you for all you do FrogWatch (and 
staff), and to Mary (Ginninderry) for making this event available. 
It was truly magical. 
 
Toni Millar, spearheading Limestone community garden:  
Frogs move in: an update on the Limestone Avenue Community Garden Frog Pond, 16.11.2025 

Back in May 2025, the Limestone Avenue Community Garden had one of those great community-
powered days where everything fell into place. Thanks to the marvellous Anke Maria from 
FrogWatch, who led an inspiring workshop, a team of keen volunteers gathered to learn, dig, plant 
ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ 
the frog pond was in, the surrounding area planted out, and the space felt genuinely transformed. 
FrogWatch generously donated the pond, a small pump, and a fantastic selection of native plants to 
help set the habitat up for success. 
Since then, the area has changed quickly. What was once a bare patch is now a popular spot for 
wildlife ς though not always the wildlife we expected. Rosellas, king parrots and magpies have 
claimed the pond as their favourite bathing location, enthusiastically using the ramps, bricks and 
branches meant for frog access as their own perches. A well-known four-legged member of our 
gardening community has also decided the pond makes an excellent drink station. Not part of the 
frog-centric plan, but it shows how central this little water source has become. 
Winter brought its own challenges, freezing the pond so solidly it needed a firm whack with a brick 
to break the ice each morning. With the cold, the birds, the dog visits and the general busyness, we 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ 
hoping for: our very first frog(pole). After months of ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘƛƴƎ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŎƻƳŜΣέ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ς proof that even with bird spa sessions and canine drop-ins, 
frogs are still willing to give the space a go. The native grasses and plants are now thriving in the 
warmer weather, creating sheltered, humid spots among the rocks and logs we added. It feels like 
the exciting beginning of something, and ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ 
matures. IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƎƎȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ  
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2025 FrogCensus summary 

One of the true crown jewels of the FrogWatch program is FrogTober ς our much-loved 
annual celebration of frogs, headtorches and late-night listening. Since 2002, FrogTober has 
brought communities out to wetlands and waterways across the region every October to 
monitor frog populations and check in on how our local amphibians are faring, particularly 
in urban landscapes. 

The resulting FrogCensus report provides a valuable snapshot of where frog species are 
found and how those patterns are changing over time. Supported by FrogWatchΩǎ 
partnership with Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch, together we form a citizen science 
dream team ς helping land managers better understand and care for aquatic habitats, and 
the creatures that call them home. 

 
Lit peronii, MFL002 @ Mulligans Flat, photo by M Dengate and N Oates 

Each year, returning FrogWatch volunteers are rewarded for their loyalty with first dibs on 
survey sites via the online booking sheet. More than half of all sites are snapped up this 
way, proving that once you have found your frog site, it is very hard to let go. The booking 
sheet continues to be an essential tool for tracking which sites are spoken for, and which 
still need a volunteer champion. 

To bring new FrogWatchers into the fold and mop up the remaining sites, three training 
seminars were held in the ACT at Jerrabomberra Wetland, Mulligans Flat (Wildbark) and 
Ginninderry. A fourth was held in Cooma, expertly supported by Cooma Waterwatch 
Coordinator Antia Brademan. 

And then came a fantastic surprise: several volunteers were keen as to step into the more 
remote spaces, enthusiastically exploring the Mount Clear area, the Orroral Valley, and even 
taking on the full Tour de Cotter ς brilliant. Before we knew it, almost every single survey 
site had been confidently claimed by either seasoned FrogWatchers or enthusiastic 
newcomers. With the vast majority of sites enthusiastically snaffled, only a handful of last-
minute vacancies remained for the FrogWatch Coordinator to cover ς and even these were 
often completed by some amazing-race-style FrogWatcher before I could get to them. 
TOADALLY AWESOME! 

 

 



10 | P a g e 
 

And now for the headlines:  

2025 marked the third consecutive year of record-breaking survey effort. It was officially the 
biggest FrogCensus since 2002, surpassing even the record-smashing years of 2023 and 
2024 ς and not by a slimy margin either (Figure 1). At least 311 volunteers and four dogs 
contributed data ς what a sterling effort! 

 

Figure 1: Number of surveys during the annual FrogCensus, 2002ς2025 
 

A very happy Lim. dumerilii, CFR300 @ Molonglo off Captains Flat Road  
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The backbone of all this hard work has been the new data entry app SURVEY123, which has 
elevated data collection and verification to a new level. The app is fast, efficient and easy, 
plus it captures the names of all survey participants, not just the person entering the data. 
For the first time in the history of FrogWatch, every FrogWatcher gets a share of the glory. 
This is very much deserved, as the dedication, enthusiasm and sheer staying power of 
FrogWatch volunteers continues to be nothing short of extraordinary! 

Across the ACT and NSW, at least 311 volunteers and four dogs monitored 227 sites and 
completed an impressive 793 surveys. This is a 29.9% increase from 2024, which itself was 
up 3% from 2023, and a remarkable 33% increase from 2022. All that effort paid off with 
2,252 frog sightings across nine species: Crinia parinsignifera, Crinia signifera, 
Limnodynastes dumerilii, Limnodynastes peronii, Limnodynastes tasmaniensis, Litoria 
latopalmata, Litoria peronii, Litoria verreauxii and Uperoleia laevigata. What an incredible 
collective achievement (yes, FrogWatch volunteers really are the best). 

The total number of FrogWatch sites increased this year thanks to the inclusion of several 
new water-sensitive urban design features. Of the 236 registered sites, an impressive 227 
were surveyed ς a coverage rate of 96.2%. Sites were monitored between one and six times 
throughout FrogTober, with an average of 3.37 surveys per site, up from 2.7 in the previous 
year. This signifies a renewed focus on achieving a minimum of three surveys per site during 
FrogTober, made possible by the shared online booking system ς which allowed volunteers 
to commit to multiple visits or team up to share the load. 

More frogs, more data, more people ς and more reasons to celebrate.  

 

 
Lit. peronii, looking out @ LDM100 ς Lookout Dam 
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Volunteer effort 

Volunteers submitted surveys for between one and 21 sites, with an average of 3.55 sites per 
volunteer (Figure 2). Monitoring a small number of sites was the most popular choice, particularly 
among new FrogWatchers. However, it seems that once volunteers are hooked, there is no going 
back!  

 
Figure 2: Number of sites monitored per volunteer or their team, October 2025 

Depending on the number of sites they monitored, volunteers submitted between one and 
an impressive 36 surveys! The average reached a record high of 6.9 surveys per volunteer, 
up slightly from 6.8 in 2024 (Figure 3).  

 

 
Figure 3: Number of surveys submitted per volunteer or their team, October 2025 

See Appendix C for a detailed list of all 311 volunteers and their survey efforts. 
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Site diversity 

Appendix A lists the scientific and common names of all frog species recorded in the 2025 
FrogCensus. 
Appendix B provides site codes, names and locations, while species distribution maps show 
the spatial extent of recorded frog observations. 

High frog species diversity at a survey site is a strong indicator of healthy, complex habitat 
that offers a range of features frogs need to feed, breed and survive. Identifying these high-
value sites, and understanding which species they support, helps inform smarter planning 
and management decisions for frog conservation. 

During the 2025 Frog Census, frogs were detected at 220 of the 227 surveyed sites. Only 
seven sites recorded no frog detections; some of these sites (shown in bold below) were dry 
or close to dry at the time of survey. 

 

CBR002: Callum Brae 2 
FAR002: Farrer Ridge 2 
FGC040: Diddams @ Lake G 
FMC500: Bragg Street Swales 

GOW100: Raingarden, Gowrie Playing Fields 
JER530: Jerra Wetlands ς Silt Trap North 
MOL605: Oaks Estate Road Causeway 

Across the 220 sites where frogs were present, a total of 2,252 frog records were collected 
from 718 surveys. On average, surveys in which frogs were detected recorded 3.2 species 
per survey, while the average species richness per site was 3.9 species per survey. 

The distribution of frog diversity ς measured as the number of species detected at each site 
ς is shown in Figure 4. 

 

Figure 4: Frog diversity (number of species) across all surveyed sites (n=219), October 2025 
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Lit. peronii, MFO002 @ Mulligans Flat, photo by M Dengate & N Oates 

Building on previous years, the highest number of species recorded at a single site was 
eight, detected at two FrogWatch sites, with a further 10 sites recording seven species. 
These high-diversity wetlands all share a common feature: strong connectivity to 
surrounding grasslands and woodlands, highlighting the importance of landscape context 
for frog diversity. 

Sites shown in bold have also recorded very high frog diversity (seven species) in the 
previous year, reinforcing their value as consistently high-quality frog habitat. 

LWR100: Little Whiskers Rd River 
MFL002: Mulligans Flat 2 
DGP001: Dunlop Grasslands Dam 
FGB001: Hollows Crescent 
FGB002: Refshauge Crescent 
FOR001: Forde Wetland 

FOR002: Forde Pond 
MCW001: McKellar Wetland 1 
MOL602: Beard Ck 1 
NPG100: Gundaroo Common North 
OSR001: Dam 1 Front gate 
OSR006: Dam 6 

 

 
NPG100 @ Gundaroo Common North, photo by M Dengate & N Oates 
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Species detected 

Monitoring effort varied between sites, which could potentially inflate the records for some 
species. To keep comparisons fair and easy to interpret, Figure 5 presents detections per 
site rather than per survey. 

 

Figure 5: Percentage of sites (n=227) where a species was detected (actual site number 
written above each bar) 

The 2025 FrogCensus recorded nine frog species (Appendix C): Crinia parinsignifera, 
C. signifera, Limnodynastes dumerilii, Lim. peronii, Lim. tasmaniensis, Litoria latopalmata, 
Lit. peronii, Lit. verreauxii and Uperoleia laevigata. Once again, the most common species 
were C. signifera, C. parinsignifera and Lim. tasmaniensis.  

Most notable findings for 2025:  

 Since 2020, the number of surveys submitted during the FrogTober census has more 
than doubled, increasing by 102% from 393 to 793. 

 Two species recorded their highest-ever detection rates: Limnodynastes dumerilii and 
Limnodynastes peronii (Figures 11 & 13). 

 Litoria peronii achieved its second-highest detection rate ever (Figure 19). 

 Litoria latopalmata was the least-encountered species and was recorded at just one 
pond in the Ginninderry Conservation Corridor, West Belconnen: CCG050: Double Dam. 

 No Neobatrachus sudellae were detected.  
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Weather, pond and habitat conditions 
Like many plants and animals in the region, frogs depend on cool, wet winter conditions to 
replenish waterbodies ahead of the breeding season. In 2025 the ACT experienced warmer 
and generally drier conditions through the cool seasons: winter rainfall was below average to 
near average, and spring rainfall was below average across the Territory, reducing water 
availability when evaporation was still relatively low (e.g. Canberra Airport winter rainfall was 
~96% of average and spring ~71% of average). Mean temperatures were above average 
through autumn and parts of spring (Tuggeranong recording its highest-ever spring mean of 
15.3 °C), contributing to higher evaporation potential and warmer conditions at key 
transitional times.  

 
WEE100, photo taken by S Hnatiuk 

These seasonal weather patterns likely constrained water inputs to ponds early in the year, 
and dry and warm conditions produced variable pond quality, with about 30% of surveys 
recording deteriorating breeding conditions, consistent with 2023 and 2024 results (Figure 6). 
Continued climate warming and long-term sedimentation are likely to further reduce pond 
depth, increasing the frequency of unfavourable breeding conditions and threatening frog 
persistence in the wild. 

 

Figure 6: Pond conditions (water level) at 227 survey sites, October 2025 (percentage of 
surveys written above each bar) 
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Individual species results 

The following pages present the 2025 FrogCensus findings at the species level. This includes 
graphs showing the number of sites where each species was detected, compared with the 
total number of sites surveyed throughout October, dating back to when monitoring began 
in 2002. 

For each species, we provide a brief description of its habitat preferences, along with a 
distribution map. Please note that all maps display all surveyed FrogWatch sites: 
Green circles indicate sites where the species was detected. 
Yellow circles indicate sites where the species was absent. 

Species information was drawn from: 
Hoefer, A.M. and D. Starrs (2016), One pond fits all? Frogs as an indicator of urban wetland 

health, Final Report to Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch. Ginninderra Catchment 
Group, Canberra. https://tinyurl.com/waterwatch-2016 

For Litoria latopalmata: Lintermans, M. and W. Osborne (2002), Wet and Wild: A Field Guide 
to the Freshwater Animals of the Southern Tablelands and High Country of the ACT and 
NSW. 

 
Lim. tasmaniensis calling for love, MFL003 Mulligans Flat, photo by M Dengate & N Oakes 

 
Sunset over HMDллл Ϫ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ Pond, photo by Grace Beach  

https://tinyurl.com/waterwatch-2016
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Plains Froglet ς Crinia parinsignifera 

ω IƛƎƘƭȅ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ 
ω /ƻƭƻǳǊ: ranges from light to dark 
ω Belly: salt and pepper look 

ω .ŀŎƪ texture/pattern: from smooth and unpatterned to 
strongly marked and textured 
ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ: 25ς30 mm 
ω /ŀƭƭ: ! ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻǳǘ άǿǿǊǊŜŜŜŜŜƪƪέ, repeated regularly 

The Plains Froglet (Crinia parinsignifera) is often found sheltering in large numbers under 
logs and rocks, which provide protection from heat and dry conditions. A generalist species, 
it is highly adaptable to disturbed and altered landscapes and breeds in a wide range of 
habitats. In our regionΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ōǳǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜƭƻǿ улл Ƴ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ  

During the October 2025 FrogCensus, C. parinsignifera was recorded in 371 surveys across 
134 sites, maintaining consistently high detection rates seen in previous years and making it 
the third most common frog species in 2025 (Figure 7).  

 

 

Figure 7: Number of sites where Crinia parinsignifera was detected vs total number of 
sites surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2025 

Opposite page: Figure 8: Distribution of Crinia parinsignifera during the 2025 FrogCensus. 
Green circles = species present, yellow circles = species absent 
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Common Eastern Froglet ς Crinia signifera 

ω Colour: highly variable from grey-brown to reddish 

ω Back texture: smooth or covered in ridges 

ω Belly: granular with black and white blotches 

ω [ŜƴƎǘƘΥ 25ς30 mm 

ω /ŀƭƭΥ ƘƛƎƘ-ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ άŎǊƛŎƪΦΦŎǊƛŎƪΦΦŎǊƛŎƪΦΦŎǊƛŎƪέ 

Similar to C. parinsignifera, the Common Eastern Froglet (Crinia signifera) is a generalist that 
thrives in open and disturbed areas. It uses both natural and constructed waterbodies, with 
a preference for larger ponds featuring shallow edges. True to its name, this species is very 
common and widespread, often found in large numbers under logs and rocks. It is one of 
the few local species that can be heard calling throughout the day, and one of only two 
species that call during winter. 

During the October 2025 FrogCensus, C. signifera was recorded in 570 surveys across 207 
sites, maintaining consistently high detection rates seen in previous years and making it the 
most common frog species in the ACT (Figure 9). 

 

 

Figure 9: Number of sites where Crinia signifera was detected vs total number of sites 
surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2025 

Opposite page: Figure 10: Distribution of Crinia signifera during the 2025 FrogCensus. 
Green circles = species present, yellow circles = species absent 

Photo by M Lind 
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Eastern Banjo Frog or Pobblebonk ς Limnodynastes dumerilii 

ω Colour: Grey-brown  

ω Pattern: large glandular stripe from top of shoulder to mouth 

ω Markings: blotched sides of body 

ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ: up to 85 mm 

ω /ŀƭƭ: ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ άōƻƴƪέ ƻǊ άǘƘǳƴƪέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

The Eastern Banjo Frog/Pobblebonk (Limnodynastes dumerilii) 
prefers ponds with abundant structural complexity, such as logs and rocks, and is often 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ җмл ƘŀΦ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ !/¢ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ōŜƭƻǿ мнлл Ƴ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ 

During the October 2025 FrogCensus, Lim. dumerilii was recorded in 183 surveys across 82 
sites, representing its highest detection rate ever recorded (Figure 11). 

 

 

Figure 11: Number of sites where Limnodynastes dumerilii was detected vs total number 
of sites surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2025 

Opposite page: Figure 12: Distribution of Limnodynastes dumerilii during the 2025 
FrogCensus. Green circles = species present, yellow circles = species absent 
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Striped Marsh Frog ς Limnodynastes peronii 

ω Markings: light and dark brown stripes on the dorsal surface  

ω Pattern: slightly raised glandular stripe along the mouth and 
behind the eye 

ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ: 70 mm 

ω /ŀƭƭ: single repeated άǘƻŎƪέ 

The Striped Marsh Frog (Limnodynastes peronii) prefers well-
vegetated ponds. In waterways where the introduced predatory Eastern Mosquitofish 
(Gambusia holbrooki) is present, reeds may provide important refuge for tadpoles. In our 
region, Lim. peronii is less common and typically occurs in localised populations, mostly in 
the northern ACT. 

During the October 2025 FrogCensus, Lim. peronii was recorded in 133 surveys across 60 
sites, representing its highest detection rate ever recorded (Figure 13). 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Number of sites where Limnodynastes peronii was detected vs total number of 
sites surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2025 

Opposite page: Figure 14: Distribution of Limnodynastes peronii during the 2025 
FrogCensus. Green circles = species present, yellow circles = species absent 

 

Photo by R Ubrihien 
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Spotted Marsh Frog ς Limnodynastes tasmaniensis 

ω Pattern: dark and light blotches or spots 

ω Markings: often red or orange stripe along spine 

ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ: up to 50 mm 

ω /ŀƭƭ: άǳŎƪΣ ǳŎƪΣ ǳŎƪέ ƻǊ έL ŀƳ ǎǇƻǘǘ-ed-ed-ed-ŜŘέ 

 

The Spotted Marsh Frog (Limnodynastes tasmaniensis) is a generalist with few strong 
habitat preferences. This species requires emergent vegetation to attach its foamy egg 
masses and shows a strong preference for fish-free ponds. In our region, Lim. tasmaniensis 
ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ōŜƭƻǿ флл ƳΦ Lǘǎ ǊŀǇƛŘΣ ǎǘŀŎŎŀǘƻ-ƭƛƪŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ 
ƴŀƳŜΥ άL ŀƳ ǎƻ spott-ed-ed-ed-ŜŘΗέ 

During the October 2025 FrogCensus, Lim. tasmaniensis was recorded in 388 surveys across 
148 sites, marking its third-highest detection rate ever and making it the second-most 
commonly detected frog species in the 2025 census (Figure 15). 

 

 

Figure 15: Number of sites where Limnodynastes tasmaniensis was detected vs total 
number of sites surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2025 

Opposite page: Figure 16: Distribution of Limnodynastes tasmaniensis during the 2025 
FrogCensus. Green circles = species present, yellow circles = species absent 
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Broad-palmed Frog ς Litoria latopalmata 

ω Colour: light grey or brown 

ω Markings: brown stripe from the snout to above the shoulder 

ω Other: white bar in front of the eye 

ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ: 30ς45 mm 

ω /ŀƭƭ: repeated, duck-like quacking άyap, yap, yap, yap, yapΧέ 
 

Little is known about the habitat preferences of the Broad-palmed Frog (Litoria 
latopalmata). In our region, it is associated with the Murrumbidgee River and some larger 
tributaries between Kambah Pool (ACT) and Lake Burrinjuck (NSW). It occupies wetlands 
and streamside pools in forests, heathlands, grasslands and cleared pastures. 

During the October 2025 FrogCensus, Lit. latopalmata was recorded in a single survey at 
one site: GCG050 Double Dam (Figure 17). This site, along with the nearby CCG100 
Woodland Dam, are the only two locations where this species has been detected to date. 
Both are situated within the Ginninderry Conservation Corridor, which is connected to the 
Murrumbidgee River below its confluence with the Molonglo River. 

 

Figure 17: Number of sites where Litoria latopalmata was detected vs total number of 
sites surveyed throughout October, 2002ς2025 

Opposite page: Figure 18: Distribution of Litoria latopalmata during the 2025 FrogCensus. 
Green circles = species present, yellow circles = species absent 

 

Photo by B Nobel  
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