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Please consider this feedback from the Ginninderra Catchment Group (GCG) feedback on the draft 

technical report Managing wombats: A review of current practice, issues and challenges to inform 

wombat management in the ACT.  

GCG works across the ACT region supporting community stewardship of land, water and biodiversity. 

Through our work with Landcare groups, rural landholders, government agencies and volunteers, we 

regularly encounter the complexities associated with managing wildlife in shared landscapes. 

We welcome the preparation of a technical report to inform future policy directions on wombat 

management in the ACT. Developing a clear evidence base and shared understanding across 

stakeholders is an important step toward reducing conflict and supporting effective conservation 

outcomes. At the same time, we believe several aspects of the draft report would benefit from 

further development before it is used to guide policy or regulatory change. 

1. Importance of a robust evidence base 

A key principle of good environmental management is that policy decisions are informed by reliable 

ecological evidence.  The draft report itself notes that there are currently no reliable estimates of 

wombat abundance in the ACT.  Without baseline data on population size, trends, or carrying 

capacity it is difficult to: 

●​ determine whether populations are increasing or stable 

●​ assess the scale of impacts being reported 

●​ evaluate the effectiveness of potential management options. 

The current document draws heavily on stakeholder observations and anecdotal reports. While these 

perspectives are valuable in highlighting emerging issues, they should ideally be complemented by 

systematic monitoring and ecological analysis.  Strengthening the data foundations of the report 

would significantly improve its usefulness for decision-making. 
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2. Value of broader stakeholder engagement 

The report recognises the diversity of views surrounding wombat management and the need to 

balance conservation, landholder and community perspectives.  However, it also notes that 

consultation with rural landholders was limited.  Given the complexity of the issue and the number 

of affected stakeholders across the ACT, a broader engagement process could help: 

●​ build shared understanding of the challenges 

●​ identify practical mitigation strategies 

●​ reduce tensions between stakeholder groups 

●​ increase confidence in the final policy direction. 

Catchment groups and Landcare networks can potentially play a useful role in supporting this 

engagement, given our close working relationships with both landholders and conservation 

volunteers. 

3. Sequencing of research, policy and management 

The draft report identifies a number of potential management tools, including non-lethal measures 

and possible pathways for lethal control.  From a governance perspective, it may be helpful to clearly 

sequence the next steps: 

1.​ Strengthen the ecological evidence base 

2.​ Trial and evaluate practical mitigation approaches 

3.​ Develop policy settings informed by the outcomes. 

This staged approach would ensure that any future management framework is transparent, 

evidence-based and widely supported. 

4. Supporting coexistence in working landscapes 

Many of the landscapes in which wombats occur are multi-use environments that support 

biodiversity, agriculture, recreation and community values.  From a catchment management 

perspective, long-term solutions are likely to involve improving coexistence rather than relying on 

single interventions.  The report identifies a range of non-lethal approaches such as fencing, burrow 

management and deterrents, though it notes that many have not yet been tested locally.  

There may be opportunities to: 

●​ pilot practical mitigation strategies with willing landholders 

●​ share lessons across the region 

●​ provide guidance and resources to support implementation. 

Such approaches may help address impacts while maintaining conservation outcomes. 

 

 

 



 

5. Role of monitoring and collaborative research 

The report highlights the importance of systematic surveys and improved monitoring.   This is likely 

to be a critical foundation for future policy development.  Potential opportunities could include: 

●​ partnerships with universities and researchers 

●​ citizen science contributions 

●​ integration with existing biodiversity monitoring programs 

●​ collaboration with wildlife carers and landholders. 

Catchment groups may also be able to assist with community engagement and data collection where 

appropriate. 

6. Maintaining community confidence in wildlife management 

Wildlife management issues often attract strong community interest. Clear evidence, transparent 

processes and well-communicated decision-making can help maintain confidence in the outcomes.  

Ensuring that future policy development is grounded in robust information and broad consultation 

will be important in achieving this. 

Conclusion 

GCG supports the ACT Government’s efforts to better understand the challenges associated with 

wombat management in the Territory.  The draft report provides a useful starting point for 

discussion. Strengthening the evidence base, expanding engagement and trialling practical 

management approaches would further enhance its value and help support informed policy 

decisions. 

Ginninderra Catchment Group is committed to working constructively with government, landholders, 

researchers and wildlife carers to support healthy landscapes and practical solutions to emerging 

management issues.  We would welcome continued collaboration as this work progresses. 

 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Kat McGilp, Executive Officer 
of Ginninderra Catchment Group 
 

 


