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Ginninderra Catchment Group (GCG) welcomes the development of a new Strategy and
strongly supports the ACT Government’s vision of achieving a Nature Positive future. The
Strategy represents an important shift toward landscape-scale conservation, stronger
integration of biodiversity into land-use planning, and greater recognition of conservation
values beyond the formal reserve system.

In particular, we support:
e The establishment of the Nature Conservation Network (NCN) as a cross-tenure
conservation framework.
e |dentification of Priority Conservation Areas (PCAs) to protect critical habitat and
ecological connectivity.
e Recognition of conservation values on urban open space and rural lands, not only
within reserves.
e The commitment to climate-adaptive conservation and improved ecological data and
monitoring.
These elements provide a strong foundation for improving biodiversity outcomes in the ACT.
However, several areas require strengthening to ensure the Strategy can deliver meaningful
Nature Positive outcomes in practice.

Key Recommendations

1. Stronger and Permanent Protection for Priority Conservation Areas
The Strategy proposes that PCAs will receive “some form of long-term protection” through
future legislation.
However, the effectiveness of the Nature Conservation Network will depend on clear, strong
and permanent protection mechanisms.
We recommend:
e Explicit legislative protection for PCAs that prevents inappropriate development
e Clear thresholds for when development is incompatible with conservation values
e Early identification of PCAs within the planning system to avoid impacts rather than
rely on offsets
Without strong statutory protection, conservation gains risk being temporary.

2. Strengthen the Mitigation Hierarchy
While the Strategy appropriately recognises the importance of avoidance, the final Strategy
and associated implementation tools should make clearer how the mitigation hierarchy will
be applied in practice, especially in relation to development pressure in lowland and
urban-edge areas.
The Strategy should clearly state that:

e Avoidance must be the primary mechanism

e Mitigation and restoration should only be used where impacts cannot be avoided

e Offsets should be used only as a last resort
Offsets must also be:

e genuinely additional conservation gains
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e like-for-like ecological replacement

e protected and managed in perpetuity

e reviewed every 5 years with conservation gains publicly reported
This is particularly critical for native temperate grassland ecosystems, which are among the
ACT’s most threatened ecosystems.

3. Protect and Restore Native Grasslands and Lowland Ecosystems
The final Strategy should include clearer and more explicit commitments to protect and
restore native grasslands and lowland ecosystems, in addition to grassy woodlands,
particularly in northern ACT, including measurable targets for extent, condition and
connectivity. Urban open space areas containing remnant native grasslands should be
managed for biodiversity outcomes rather than amenity mowing.
These ecosystems:

e support numerous threatened species

e are highly fragmented

e are under increasing pressure from urban expansion.
The Strategy should include:

e explicit grassland conservation and restoration targets

e connectivity restoration between remaining grassland patches

e improved off-reserve management practices
In addition to protecting remaining remnants, the Strategy should support improved
landscape design and buffer planning around Priority Conservation Areas to reduce edge
effects such as weed incursion, erosion, and human disturbance. Consideration should be
given to the size, shape and connectivity of conservation areas to ensure ecological
resilience and long-term viability.

4. Improve Management of Urban Green Space
While recognising urban open space as part of the Nature Conservation Network is a
positive step, designation alone will not improve ecological condition. Achieving Nature
Positive outcomes will require measurable improvements in management practices across
public open space tenures.
Urban open space can play a critical role in:

e habitat connectivity

e climate refugia

e urban cooling

e biodiversity conservation.
Urban open space areas frequently serve multiple functions, including recreation,
infrastructure and biodiversity conservation. The Strategy should support improved visitor
and land-use management in ecologically sensitive areas, including:

e reduced or modified mowing in sensitive habitats
improved protection of high-value habitat areas
prompt response to infrastructure damage and unauthorised access
clear signage and physical barriers where required
improved ranger and operational support.
The Strategy should include commitments to:

e manage ecologically significant UOS as biodiversity assets

e implement Biodiversity Sensitive Urban Design (BSUD) consistently

e prioritise endemic native species plantings

e integrate Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) for habitat and waterway health.
The Strategy should commit to ecological management guidelines for high conservation
value urban open space, including mowing regimes, prescribed fire regimes, weed control,
habitat restoration, water-sensitive design, and use of endemic native species.

5. Strengthen Threatened Species Recovery



The Strategy should strengthen commitments to threatened species and threatened
ecological communities by prioritising early protection of critical habitat, proactive recovery
action, and measurable improvement in ecological condition, not only prevention of
extinction.
The target of no new avoidable extinctions is welcome, however, the Strategy should also
include:

e measurable population recovery targets

e stronger integration with Threatened Species Action Plans

e habitat protection priorities for species most at risk.
The Strategy should prioritise early identification and protection of critical habitat for
threatened species and threatened ecological communities, ensuring habitat protection
occurs before decline becomes irreversible.

6. Ensure Adequate Funding for Nature Conservation
The Strategy acknowledges the need for new financing mechanisms for restoration and
conservation investment. Achieving Nature Positive outcomes will require recognition of the
true scale of effort required for ecological restoration. Effective restoration involves
long-term, skilled labour, adaptive management and ongoing monitoring. Short-term or
low-intensity interventions alone are unlikely to deliver sustained ecological improvement.
Achieving Nature Positive outcomes will require:
e significant increases in ongoing conservation funding
e stable long-term funding streams for restoration
e resourcing for monitoring, compliance and enforcement
e clear and transparent funding pathways that distinguish between funding allocation
and on-ground delivery, ensuring resources are efficiently directed to conservation
outcomes
Achieving Nature Positive outcomes will also require clear, transparent funding pathways so
that conservation resources are efficiently allocated and can be effectively delivered on
ground by appropriate partners, including community-based organisations. The Strategy
should also support expanded training and capability development for volunteers and land
managers to improve restoration outcomes and maintain volunteer engagement. Without
sufficient resourcing and clear funding mechanisms, many targets will be difficult to achieve.

7. Support Community Stewardship and Landcare Partnerships

Community groups play a critical role in delivering on-ground conservation outcomes in the
ACT. The Strategy should more explicitly recognise and support:

Landcare and ParkCare groups

citizen science programs

community-led restoration initiatives

clear governance arrangements that enable community organisations to access and
deliver conservation funding effectively

Community stewardship programs are essential for maintaining ecological condition across
urban reserves, waterways and open spaces. The Strategy should promote structured and
ongoing consultation with community land managers in planning and implementing works
that affect conservation areas. Volunteers and local groups hold valuable long-term
knowledge of site conditions that can significantly improve project design and delivery
outcomes.

Strengthening partnerships between Government and community organisations will be
critical to achieving the Strategy’s outcomes. This includes ensuring governance and funding
arrangements support independent, place-based delivery, consistent with national
best-practice Landcare and NRM models.

This should include explicit recognition of Catchment Groups, Landcare and ParkCare
networks as key long-term delivery partners for restoration, monitoring, scientific ecological
research, education and stewardship.



Recognising and supporting community-led stewardship will strengthen long-term ecological
outcomes while maintaining the strong culture of volunteerism and local knowledge that
underpins conservation success across the ACT.

8. Strengthen Climate Adaptation and Landscape Connectivity
The Strategy appropriately identifies climate change as a major conservation challenge.
Implementation should prioritise:

e protection of climate refugia

e Climate-ready revegetation efforts

e restoration of habitat connectivity corridors

e landscape-scale planning across ACT-NSW boundaries.
Connectivity improvements for grassland, woodland and riparian systems will be particularly
important for species adaptation.
Fire management within conservation areas should consider not only frequency and
intensity, but also seasonality, spatial pattern and ecological objectives. Mosaic and
small-scale burns should be supported where appropriate to maintain habitat diversity and
provide refuge for fauna

9. Restoration Standards and Reference Ecosystems

The development of reference ecosystems and ecological benchmarks is strongly
supported. These tools will assist land managers, practitioners and volunteers to measure
progress and guide restoration activities. Benchmarks should include not only vegetation
composition and structure, but also ecosystem function, absence of threats and habitat
condition.

10. Consultation and Transparency

Transparent and inclusive consultation processes will be essential to the successful
implementation of the Strategy. Early engagement with conservation organisations and
community stakeholders will strengthen trust, improve decision-making and support
long-term conservation outcomes.

11. Future of Offsets and Replacement Policies

The Strategy should also monitor national reforms to biodiversity offset frameworks and
ensure ACT policy settings remain consistent with emerging national approaches to
biodiversity protection and restoration.

Conclusion

Ginninderra Catchment Group strongly supports the development of a new Nature
Conservation Strategy and the Government’'s ambition to deliver a Nature Positive future for
the ACT.

The Strategy establishes an important framework for landscape-scale conservation, climate
adaptation and cross-tenure stewardship. Strengthening legislative protection for Priority
Conservation Areas, improving safeguards against development impacts, and ensuring
adequate resourcing will be essential to achieving the Strategy’s goals.

We look forward to continuing to work with the ACT Government and community partners to
protect and restore the natural values of the Ginninderra catchment and the broader ACT
landscape.

Sincerely,

Kat McGilp, Executive Officer
on behalf of the

Ginninderra Catchment Group



