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Response to DA202644950 Canberra Northside Hospital Redevelopment 

Location: 60 Mary Potter Circuit & 10 Haydon Drive, Bruce ACT 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on Development Application 202644950, relating 

to staged demolition, tree management, and enabling works associated with redevelopment of the 

Northside Canberra Hospital site in Bruce.  We recognise the importance of this project as a major 

public health investment that will deliver expanded emergency, surgical, and inpatient services to 

meet Canberra’s growing needs.  We broadly support the redevelopment of critical health 

infrastructure; however, given the site's proximity to surrounding bushland and the ecological values 

present within the campus, careful environmental management will be essential to achieving 

sustainable outcomes. 

Key Areas of Support 

1.​ Strategic redevelopment of essential health infrastructure - We acknowledge that the 

proposed redevelopment represents a significant investment in Canberra’s healthcare system 

and is intended to deliver improved health services, accessibility, and long-term capacity for 

the Territory’s population. We support redevelopment of existing hospital infrastructure 

where it delivers improved community health outcomes and integrates modern planning and 

sustainability principles. 

2.​ Waste minimisation and recycling outcomes - The proposed demolition works include 

strategies to recycle or reuse a high proportion of materials, with targets of 90–95% recycling 

or reuse of demolition waste, consistent with ACT waste management policy objectives. 

3.​ This is strongly supported, particularly where: 

●​ Materials such as concrete, bricks, and metals are recycled or reused 

●​ Green waste is mulched and reused on-site where appropriate 

●​ Hazardous materials are managed safely and in accordance with regulatory requirements 

These measures represent positive environmental outcomes that should be maintained throughout 

project delivery. 
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Key Environmental Concerns and Recommendations 

 

1.​ Protection of large trees and hollow-bearing habitat 

The Tree Management documentation indicates that a substantial number of protected trees are 

proposed for removal, with 156 protected trees identified for removal as part of early works.  Large 

mature trees—particularly those bearing hollows—are critical components of urban biodiversity, 

providing: 

●​ Nesting habitat for birds and mammals 

●​ Shade and urban cooling 

●​ Visual amenity 

●​ Long-term canopy contribution 

Recommendations: 

1.​ Avoid removal of large mature trees wherever possible 

2.​ Prioritise retention of trees identified as: 

3.​ High ecological value 

4.​ Hollow-bearing 

5.​ Structurally viable 

6.​ Modify infrastructure layouts where feasible to minimise tree loss 

7.​ Establish clear tree protection zones (TPZs) during demolition and construction phases 

8.​ Require independent arborist oversight during works near retained trees 

The importance of accurate tree data and protection planning is already recognised in the submitted 

tree management reports and should remain a central design priority. 

 

2. Native revegetation and ecological restoration 

Any disturbed areas created through demolition or service relocation should be rehabilitated using 

locally native species only.  The introduction of exotic or ornamental species near bushland edges 

increases the risk of weed spread into adjacent natural ecosystems. 

Recommendations: 

1.​ All revegetation to use locally indigenous species sourced from regional provenance 

2.​ No exotic or known environmental weed species to be planted 

3.​ Use of native understorey and groundcover species to improve habitat connectivity 

4.​ Consider staged ecological restoration of disturbed areas 

These measures will support long-term ecological resilience and minimise environmental 

degradation. 

 



 

3. Minimising development footprint through vertical infrastructure 

Given the sensitivity of surrounding bushland areas and existing vegetation, development footprint 

should be minimised wherever feasible. 

Recommendation: 

1.​ Incorporate multi-storey or high-rise carparking structures rather than extensive surface 

carparking 

○​ This approach reduces: 

■​ Land clearing 

■​ Heat island effects 

■​ Fragmentation of vegetation 

■​ Overall site disturbance 

■​ Integration of nature into hospital design 

There is strong evidence supporting the role of natural environments in improving physical and 

mental health outcomes. 

 

4. Hospital design should prioritise meaningful access to nature for: 

●​ Patients 

●​ Visitors 

●​ Staff 

Recommendations: 

1.​ Retain existing vegetation wherever feasible 

2.​ Incorporate landscaped courtyards and native gardens 

3.​ Preserve natural views to surrounding bushland 

4.​ Provide shaded outdoor recovery and respite spaces 

5.​ Enhance ecological features that support biodiversity 

These elements are particularly important in healthcare environments where connection to nature 

contributes to wellbeing and recovery outcomes. 

 

5. Architectural and visual design outcomes 

The hospital redevelopment should complement the surrounding natural landscape. 

Recommendations: 

1.​ Use contemporary architectural design that integrates with bushland surroundings 

2.​ Use colours, materials, and finishes that reflect natural tones 

 



 

3.​ Avoid overly dominant visual elements along bushland interfaces 

4.​ Incorporate green infrastructure such as: 

a.​ Green roofs 

b.​ Vertical planting 

c.​ Shaded outdoor areas 

Well-designed environments enhance the amenity and wellbeing of patients, staff, and visitors. 

 

6. Additional Considerations 

Phased demolition and environmental management.  The demolition process is planned across 

multiple stages involving removal of buildings and associated infrastructure.  Given the scale of 

demolition, ongoing monitoring will be critical. 

Recommendations: 

1.​ Implement strict sediment and erosion control measures 

2.​ Minimise dust, noise, and runoff impacts 

3.​ Protect surrounding bushland from accidental disturbance 

4.​ Maintain fencing and exclusion zones during works 

 

Conclusion 

We support the redevelopment of the Northside Canberra Hospital as essential infrastructure for the 

ACT community.  However, given the scale of tree removal and proximity to surrounding bushland, 

strong environmental safeguards will be critical to ensuring sustainable outcomes.  In summary, we 

recommend: 

1.​ Minimising removal of mature and hollow-bearing trees 

2.​ Prioritising retention of high-value vegetation 

3.​ Using only locally native species for revegetation 

4.​ Minimising development footprint through vertical infrastructure 

5.​ Enhancing nature-based design elements within the hospital precinct 

6.​ Designing buildings that complement the surrounding bushland landscape 

With careful planning and implementation, this project presents an important opportunity to deliver 

both high-quality healthcare infrastructure and exemplary environmental outcomes. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
Kat McGilp, Executive Officer 
on behalf of the Ginninderra Catchment Group 

 


