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To Whom it May Concern,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Draft Major Plan Amendment 14 (DPA-14) for
the proposed Green Waste Recycling Facility and Bulk Landscape Supplies at Block 1653,
Belconnen. Ginninderra Catchment Group (GCG) does not support the proposed
location for this facility.

We recognise the importance of providing green waste recycling infrastructure to support
Canberra's growing population and circular economy. Well-designed resource recovery
facilities play an important role in reducing landfill, recovering valuable organic material and
supporting environmental sustainability. However, we believe this facility should be located in
an appropriate industrial or already-disturbed setting, rather than within an environmentally
significant landscape adjacent to the Murrumbidgee River Corridor.

Inappropriate Location

Although Block 1653 is a modified former vineyard, it sits within a broader landscape
recognised for its ecological significance. The surrounding area forms part of the Belconnen
blue-green network, providing important wildlife movement corridors linking the Belconnen
Hills, Ginninderry Conservation Corridor and the Molonglo River. The site also contributes to
the rural landscape character of West Belconnen and acts as a buffer between urban
development and high-value conservation areas.

The proposed facility would introduce permanent industrial-style infrastructure, increased
heavy vehicle movements, extensive hardstand areas and ongoing composting activities into
a landscape that has been identified for its ecological connectivity and conservation values.
GCG considers this incompatible with the long-term environmental objectives for the area.

Risk to Biodiversity and Catchment Health
The proposal raises concerns regarding potential impacts on:

e ecological connectivity between conservation areas;
e habitat for woodland birds and other native wildlife;
e downstream water quality through runoff and leachate;
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e weed spread associated with imported green waste; and
e increasing industrial activity adjacent to the Murrumbidgee River corridor.

We are particularly concerned that introducing large volumes of green waste may increase
the spread of invasive plant species into surrounding bushland unless exceptional
biosecurity measures are maintained.

Strategic Planning

We are also concerned that this proposal may prejudice future planning for the Western
Edge Investigation Area before broader strategic planning has been completed. As others
have noted, Block 1653 lies within this broader planning context and decisions regarding
permanent land uses should not be made in isolation.

Supporting a Better Alternative

Our opposition is not to the concept of a green waste recycling facility. GCG strongly
supports the development of a best-practice green waste and resource recovery facility
that:

is located on appropriately zoned industrial or previously developed land;

is well separated from threatened ecological communities and important wildlife
habitat;

avoids locations adjacent to the Murrumbidgee and Molonglo River corridors;
incorporates best-practice Water Sensitive Urban Design and stormwater treatment;
prevents weed spread through robust biosecurity and quality control measures;
minimises heavy vehicle impacts on environmentally sensitive landscapes; and
demonstrates circular economy principles through high-quality compost production,
education and community engagement.

Locating such a facility in an appropriate industrial setting would provide the same
community benefits while substantially reducing environmental risks.

Recommendations
Ginninderra Catchment Group recommends that:

1. Draft Major Plan Amendment 14 not proceed for Block 1653.

2. The ACT Government identify an alternative site that is appropriately zoned and
located away from high-value conservation areas and major river corridors.

3. Future green waste infrastructure be planned as part of a broader strategic resource

recovery network that considers environmental, social and economic outcomes

together.

Environmental protection and biodiversity conservation remain the primary

5. consideration for land within the West Belconnen blue-green network.
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Conclusion

GCG supports investment in modern green waste recycling infrastructure; however, we do
not believe Block 1653 is an appropriate location for this facility.

The long-term environmental values of West Belconnen—including ecological connectivity,
biodiversity, landscape character and catchment health—outweigh the benefits of locating
this infrastructure within such a sensitive setting.

We encourage the ACT Government to pursue an alternative location that can deliver the
same community and circular economy outcomes while avoiding unacceptable impacts on
one of Canberra's most important environmental landscapes.

Thank you for considering our submission.

Sincerely,

Kat McGilp, Executive Officer
on behalf of the

Ginninderra Catchment Group
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